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I know you’ve heard it before. Friends and colleagues seem to  
readily suggest that post-pandemic life will “never be the same.”

I thought I’d weigh in, as I simply don’t agree. During times of great 
calamity, there is an incredible human spirit in this country that 
Alexis de Tocqueville wrote about during his travels across  
America in the mid-1800s. He observed that when times were 
darkest, America and its citizens rallied, gave back, and found the 
resolve to move forward and address the many ills in our  
democratic society. Although I’m not a native son of Akron, that’s 
the same spirit I’ve seen and will count on from our friends and 
neighbors as we adjust to this new world and continue to  
contribute both personally and professionally to strengthen  
the human condition in our community. 

Economic challenges and job satisfaction weigh heavily on the 
decisions we make surrounding our families and careers. Yet we’ve 
consistently found ways to remain generous and support the  
charities that so many have come to rely on, especially as we’ve 
dealt with the scourge of this pandemic. 

Akron Community Foundation has seen this philanthropic spirit  
remain alive and well throughout Summit and Medina counties. 

Not only did our donors contribute nearly $20 million during our 
last fiscal year, but we recently celebrated a milestone of 800  
charitable funds.

We also continue to do our part in creating and stewarding a highly 
engaged and informed community of philanthropists. This includes 
younger donors who are interested in starting a fund, as well as 
those who are passionate about donating to causes that uplift 
women and girls, amplify the voices of people of color, and advance 
a lived equality for members of our LGBTQ+ community. 

Our board of directors and staff team are also excited to embark 
on our next five-year strategic plan, which will strengthen our 
governance practices, increase the diversity and preparedness of 
our staff and volunteers, build connections to first-time grantees 
(which you can read about on page 8), and equip families to create a 
legacy of giving through The Center for Family Philanthropy. 

We encourage you to continue reaching out to us for ideas and 
solutions to achieve your philanthropic goals. We’re here to  
help – one vision at a time. Have a wonderful holiday season  
and a healthy and prosperous start to the new year. 

By John T. Petures Jr. 

2

FROM OUR PRESIDENT & CEO



Girl Scouts of North East Ohio
@girlscoutsofnortheastohio 
Troop 90029 camped at Mammoth Cave 
using tents purchased from the Medina 
County Women’s Endowment Fund of Akron 
Community Foundation. The girls were able 
to completely set up and pack their tents 
independently, too. We’re thankful for the 
assistance provided to support a great  
opportunity for our girls.

Summit Education Initiative 
@SummitEducationInitiative
Congratulations to Erin Johnson and the rest 
of the Institute for Emerging Philanthropists 
graduates! Thank you, Erin, for choosing  
Summit Education Initiative as the focus of 
your first philanthropic effort. And a special 
thank you to ACF for supporting our work and 
helping to cultivate a community of  
philanthropy in Summit County.

Crafty Mart 
@akroncraftymart
We are so grateful for ACF’s continuing  
support! Thank you for valuing our  
organization’s mission to help local artists, 
makers and artisans refine and expand their 
creative businesses. 

Leadership Akron 
@leadershipakron 
Signature Class 39’s Opening Retreat is off 
to a great start! Exploring perspectives on 
leadership, leaning into new relationships 
with classmates, and having a lot of fun in the 
process. Special thanks to John Petures and 
the team from Akron Community Foundation 
for supporting an amazing experience for 
these special leaders.

SOCIAL SHOUTOUTS
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From You

Part of Akron Community Foundation, the Women’s 
Endowment Fund serves a greater philanthropic 
purpose very near and dear to my heart. As a member 
of the Circle of Empowerment, I was able to attend last 
night’s annual gathering, which celebrates and  
recognizes noteworthy achievements from the past 
year. Just as the Women’s Endowment Fund is  
committed to sustaining and supporting local women, 
I am committed to doing my part to sustain and 
support their grantmaking impact each year. Kudos to 
the Women’s Endowment Fund and all the wonderful 
donors who help make this work possible. You are  
appreciated by so many!
Ramona Hood 
FedEx Custom Critical

That was the most fun and laughter I’ve ever heard 
at a Polsky event! Congrats to all of you. You outdo 
yourselves each year and your gigantic efforts pay off! 
Jeannine and Steve (Marks) were the epitome of grace 
and class mixed with perfect doses of self-deprecating 
humor. Their love for Akron overflowed, and that made 
the whole night truly memorable.  
Jackie McDermott
Community Volunteer

Akron Community Foundation has been generous to 
Master Singers Chorale of Northeast Ohio for many 
years. Again this coming year, our choristers, their 
concert audiences, our artistic director and  
collaborative pianist, and the other professional  
musicians we contract with will all benefit from Master 
Singers Chorale being an ACF grantee. Thank you again 
for your generosity.
John Hornickel 
Master Singers Chorale of Northeast Ohio

I’ll never forget my first presentation to Akron  
Community Foundation, resulting in their first-ever 
grant to an LGBTQ organization. Not too many years 
later, a group of us would become the founding  
cornerstone donors of the Gay Community Endowment 
Fund at ACF, one of the first LGBTQ endowments in the 
nation. I salute all those activists who came before us, 
with us, and following us. 
Chris Hixson
Gay Community Endowment Fund  
Founding Donor

Talk To Us!  Do you have a note of appreciation you’d like to share? Perhaps a photo of the good work our grantees and fundholders are doing in the community? Send it to Michelle 
Nissel, Development & Marketing Assistant, Akron Community Foundation, 345 W. Cedar St., Akron, OH 44307 or mnissel@akroncf.org. Submissions may be edited for length and clarity.
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WOMEN’S ENDOWMENT FUND CIRCLE OF 
EMPOWERMENT GATHERING ATTENDEES
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COMPARATIVE 
SUMMARY
STATEMENT OF 
FINANCIAL
POSITION

The following is the audited financial statement for Akron Community 
Foundation’s fiscal year ending March 31, 2022. ACF is audited on  
an annual basis by Sikich LLP. More information is available at  
www.akroncf.org/Financialswww.akroncf.org/Financials.

ASSETS         2022    2021    
Cash and cash equivalents     $125    $441
Prepaid expenses      $109    $98
Contributions receivable, net     $241    $130     
Other receivable       $343    $468    
Property and equipment, net     $3,236    $3,108
Accrued investment income     $247    $247
Cash surrender value of life insurance    $39    $39     
Investments       $228,593   $223,825  
Funds held as agency endowment obligations   $33,108    $32,214  
Beneficial interest in perpetual trusts    $13,104    $12,968    
Real property held for investment     $550    $552    
Total Assets       $279,695   $274,090    
 
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS  
Liabilities:  
    Grants approved for future payment   $383    $1,036   
    Accounts payable and other liabilities   $718    $675     
    Funds held as agency endowment obligations  $33,108    $32,214   
        Total Liabilities     $34,209    $33,925   
Net Assets:   
    Without donor restrictions    $127,707   $125,628  
    With donor restrictions     $117,779   $114,537  
        Total Net Assets     $245,486   $240,165    
Total Liabilities and Net Assets     $279,695   $274,090    
 
REVENUES AND OTHER SUPPORT     
Contributions        $19,837    $22,402
Investment income, net      $9,234    $7,131
Net appreciation (depreciation) on investments   ($5,851)    $65,697
Change in beneficial interest in perpetual trusts   $136    $3,228
Less amounts for agency endowments:
 Contributions      ($1,895)    ($1,664) 
 Investment income     ($1,073)    ($803)    
 Net appreciation (depreciation) on investments   $487    ($8,008)    
Total Revenues and Other Support    $20,875    $87,983     
  
EXPENSES  
Grants and other distributions     $13,530    $20,755
Administrative expenses      $3,257    $3,130   
Less amounts for agency endowments:  
    Grants and other distributions    ($1,233)    ($628)    
Total Expenses       $15,554    $23,258  
Increase (decrease) in net assets     $5,321    $64,725   
Net assets, beginning of year     $240,165   $175,439   
Net Assets, End of Year      $245,486   $240,164    
    

In Thousands

2022 Financial Statement
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N U M B E R S
By The ACF:

During the fiscal year ending March 31, 2022, we achieved:

800+ 

For a full list of donors, visit www.akroncf.org/Donors.

MILLION 
IN ASSETS

$260

Thank you for an incredible year of giving!

gifts totaling

$13.5 Million
in total grants and distributions

$19.8 million

7,412

total 
funds
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6 TYPES OF FUNDS

During the first half of fiscal year 2023 (April 1 – Sept. 30, 2022), we were pleased to welcome 14 new funds 
established by charitable individuals, families and organizations throughout Greater Akron.

NEW
FUNDS

New To Our Family

6
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Donor-Advised Funds
Black Sheep Family Fund 
Madeline Bozzelli Fund
CJS Fund 
DiLullo Family Fund
Ethan Liming Memorial Fund 
George and Diane Sarkis Family Fund
Bill and Trish Steere Fund 
Tucker Family Fund

Designated Funds
Joseph Gains Memorial Scholarship Fund
     Established to support a scholarship for Wadsworth High School 
     speech and debate students

Agency Endowment Funds
ArtSparks Endowment Fund

Shirley A. Froebe and Jerry M. Froebe Endowment Fund
     Established to support the business, industrial technology, 
     and home economics collections of the Stow-Munroe Falls Public Library

Carole and Stuart Reese Endowment Fund (Cleveland Jazz Orchestra) 

Summit Choral Society Maynard Family Foundation Scholarship Fund
     Established to support the Children’s Choir Program and other youth 
     music education initiatives

Summit Choral Society Grace Wakulchik Sing With Me Fund

6 TYPES OF FUNDS

Professional Advisor Partners 
Thank you to the following accountants, attorneys and financial advisors for 
helping their clients achieve their charitable goals with a fund at Akron 
Community Foundation from April 1 to Sept. 30, 2022:

Gregory R. Bean Stark & Knoll
Kimberly Haws Falasco Baird
Mark Muntean CAPTRUST 

Are you an advisor? Learn how we can assist you at www.akroncf.org/Advisors.

Do It Yourself
Donor-Advised Funds
A great private foundation alternative – 
you choose the grants

Designated Funds
Support one or more of your 
favorite organizations

Agency Endowment Funds
A predictable stream of income 
for your nonprofit

Permanently endowed funds

Akron Community Foundation is proud to 
introduce a new option for those who dream 
of making a difference in their community but 
may not have the $5,000 minimum donation 
amount ready to give upfront. Like any  
donor-advised fund, the starter fund is a  
simplified, flexible and affordable option for 
beginning your strategic philanthropic journey.

You can establish a donor-advised starter fund 
with an initial donation of just $300 and then 
build it up to the $5,000 balance requirement 
over a period of three years. Donations can be 
made on a monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or 
annual basis – it’s your decision. 

Once your fund reaches $5,000, you can begin 
making grants to the causes you care about. 
You can also continue to build your fund over 
time through tax-deductible contributions so 
that you’ll have greater giving power in the 
future. 

The benefits of a donor-advised starter fund 
include:

• Flexibility to give on your timeline
• Simple, automated giving options
• The opportunity to make a positive 

difference in your community

Is a donor-advised starter fund right for you? 
Learn more at www.akroncf.org/DAFStarter. 

Is a Donor-Advised 
STARTER Fund 
Right for You?

Do It With Help
Scholarship Funds
Fund students’ education in 
your or a loved one’s name

Field-of-Interest Funds
Permanently advance a cause or 
causes you’re passionate about

Board Discretionary Funds
Meet the community’s 
ever-changing needs



By Olivia Eastly
Marketing & Communications Coordinator

Photos by Dale Dong

Community Issue

Small nonprofits find new
                 opportunities for growth
            amid the pandemic
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Over the past few years, everyone has been affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but younger, more grassroots organizations 
were especially transformed. Small organizations that were 
previously flourishing faced a dilemma and had to adapt quickly. 
Despite the odds, some groups rose to the challenge and grew during 
the pandemic.

FROM GRASSROOTS GROWTH TO REGIONAL EXPANSION
Women Revived Ministries began in July 2019 in the driveway of the 
house Rachel Socorro acquired 
out of her experience in human 
trafficking.

“We built our whole organization 
through grassroots (efforts), with 
money from us ladies’ pockets,” 
Socorro recalled with a fond smile 
on her face.

Socorro is a survivor of human 
trafficking and has made it her 
mission in life to help other 
survivors thrive. But shortly 
after attaining 501(c)(3) status in 
October 2019, the pandemic hit 
the Akron community hard, and 
Socorro, as the founder and 
executive director of Women 
Revived Ministries, had to change course.

“COVID-19, for me, was what launched us into the growth we’ve seen 
over the last 18 to 24 months. It really exposed a lot of vulnerabilities 
we as humans experience,” Socorro said. “As we grew as an  
organization, we were able to recognize, address and serve those 
vulnerabilities. So we grew quickly before we realized what was 
happening.”

As a survivor herself, Socorro is familiar with the challenges women 
face when escaping from human trafficking. That knowledge made 
a difference when she approached Akron Community Foundation 
about funding one of Women Revived Ministries’ keystone  
programs: Operation Promise Land.

Akron Community Foundation gave the organization its first-ever 
grant to support Operation Promise Land in December 2021. The 
program provides a safe and supportive space for survivors of human 
trafficking and other violent situations. Participants are also offered 
ongoing peer support and resources for rebuilding their identity 
through economic empowerment and education.

“Akron Community Foundation was really the first organization to 
come along beside us, not only by funding us, but by mentoring and 
developing me as a director and leader,” Socorro said. “The money 
is important, but the knowledge, mentorship and development is 
equally important.” 

Socorro and her organization have both changed tremendously in 
the past three years, but even as Women Revived Ministries begins 
expanding its services to the counties surrounding Akron, Socorro 

remains dedicated to  
transforming the city into a  
place of peace and prosperity. 

As of October 2022, the  
organization has five safe spaces 
accessible at most times within 
the city limits. Socorro explained 
that these spaces have low  
barriers to entry, allowing 
survivors to get the help they 
need without hitting red tape 
or becoming discouraged from 
establishing a new life  
for themselves. 

“If we’re really going to help, the 
people we are serving have to 
have easy access,” she said.

Women Revived Ministries is now focused on providing survivors 
of all forms of trauma with a pathway to “Total Life Wellness.” This 
eight-week holistic health program combines education with wellness 
classes, building on the peer support model that was so instrumental 
to Operation Promise Land.

THE PANDEMIC AS A BLESSING AND A CURSE
Karla McDay opened the first Harmony House shelter in 2014, long 
before the pandemic. Prior to that, there was no shelter specific to 
young adults experiencing homelessness in the community. 

“With zero funding, I rented a small house in East Akron from a very 
compassionate landlord who happened to be my dad. I got cheap 
rent,” McDay said. “This was a single-family home, so we had four  
bedrooms, and each participant was responsible for paying $10 a day.” 

That $10 provided residents between the ages of 18 and 26 with 
shelter, gas, electricity, water, Wi-Fi, cable, a landline telephone, a 
computer, a mailing address, donated clothes, donated food, and free 
laundry facilities. 

RACHEL SOCORRO (RIGHT) SPEAKS WITH STAFF AT ONE OF 
THE ORGANIZATION’S RESIDENTIAL SPACES 
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Those expenses doubled in 2018 when  
McDay opened a second shelter in West 
Akron. Then, in 2019, she opened a home 
for young women. When the pandemic hit in 
2020, everything became a lot more  
expensive. Suddenly, there were extra  
expenses to account for: everything from 
masks and hand sanitizer to gloves and  
cleaning supplies. 

“During the midst of the pandemic, we had 
just recently opened a third house,” McDay 
said. “For the first time, we had a girls’ house. 
But because it was the middle of the  
pandemic, Akron Community Foundation 
gave us some funding that assisted us with 
getting the house furnished and getting the 
COVID precautionary items we needed.” 

A grant from Akron Community Foundation’s 
Community Response Fund for Nonprofits 
was the first foundation funding McDay ever 
received for the program, and it 
started a chain reaction that changed 
Harmony House’s funding model. 

“COVID came about, and it was a blessing 
and a curse in some ways,” McDay said. 
“Because we didn’t want to see young people 
homeless in our community, (the community) 
made dollars available. So I was able to get 
away from the $10 (model) and people were 
able to stay at a house through sponsorship.” 

McDay gives credit to the community 
foundation for the wave of funding that has 
allowed Harmony House to support more 
young people. 

“Once you get funding from Akron  
Community Foundation… it makes people 
see you in a different light. It shows that 
you’re credible. It gives exposure,” she said. 

Now, the organization continues to grow 
through local and federal funding. They also 
received a capital grant from the community 
foundation in its recent round of funding.  

“We’ve gone from one house in East Akron 
with four beds, to one house in West Akron 
with four beds, and now 10 apartments that 

are throughout the community,” McDay said. 
Harmony House is now able to host 26 young 
people in the city, “and that’s a lot to start 
from $10 a day and a dream,” she said.

Despite what McDay has accomplished as 
executive director of Harmony House, she 
emphasized that it’s a lot of work for a 
small team. 

“One of the good things about Akron 
Community Foundation’s funding (is that) 
some of it has been for operating (expenses),” 
McDay said. “That’s what nonprofits need.”

CHALLENGES DRIVE INNOVATION
Wendy Duke and Laura Valendza co-founded 
the Center for Applied Drama and Autism in 
2012 and began teaching acting classes to 
middle school students on the weekends. But 
it wasn’t until 2015 that they received their 
first foundation funding in the form of a grant 
from the Millennium Fund for Children of 
Akron Community Foundation, which began 
a long-standing relationship between the 
foundation and the center. 
 

CADA is best known for a production  
of Tennessee Williams’ “The Glass  
Menagerie” in which the main character, 
Laura, is portrayed as a young woman with 
autism. Anna-Jeannine Kemper Griesacker, 
interim executive director of CADA, said that 
show was dependent on the studio getting its 
own space, which would not have been  
possible without the support of Akron  
Community Foundation. 

“That was the first vote of confidence from 
the community,” she said. “It was a show of 
faith, and CADA took it and ran with it.”

Then the pandemic forced many theaters 
to close their doors for two years. Despite 
the setback, the staff at CADA used it as an 
opportunity to innovate and reach a wider 
audience. Griesacker observed the changes 
at CADA even before she accepted a job with 
the organization in April 2022. 

“They really pivoted in one week,” she said. “In 
one week, they announced their spring class 
series, and then everyone’s life changed, and 
they turned right around and announced a 
full series of online courses.” 

HARMONY HOUSE FOUNDER KARLA MCDAY SHOWS OFF ITS RECENTLY ADDED WOMEN’S HOME



Those online classes and performances made 
theater accessible to a larger audience, not 
only in Akron, but throughout the entire 
Northeast Ohio region. 

“If you look at people who performed online 
or watched theatrical shows online, some of 
them had never been in a production or done 
drama before,” Griesacker said. “Some of 
them had never even watched drama before. 
Now they can do it from their living room.” 

Since becoming the interim executive  
director after Duke retired in August 2022, 
Griesacker has found more than financial 
support through Akron Community Foundation. 
“It’s more than just being willing to give us 
funds that are often not as restricted as some 
of the other grants we receive,” she said. “It’s 
also being able to have a person that supports 
you. It’s so approachable to have a foundation 
that’s here in the community.” 

ACF AND NONPROFITS AS PARTNERS
As our community grapples with rising costs, 
worker and volunteer shortages, health 
stressors, and other continued repercussions 
of the pandemic, Akron Community  

Foundation is committed to helping  
nonprofits navigate this ever-changing  
landscape, whether it’s through grant 
funding, workshops, informational events, 
networking, or making connections with the 
foundation’s many fundholders. 

“It’s important for us to fund these  
smaller, grassroots organizations, while also 
acknowledging that they may need more 
than just financial support,” said John  
Garofalo, vice president of community  
investment. “It is our philosophy that the 
mentorship, training and one-on-one  
consultation we provide to these  
organizations is sometimes more valuable 
than the grant itself.”

As many nonprofits can attest, a bright 
spot over the past few years has been the 
emergence of leaders who are guiding their 
organizations to new heights as they find 
creative ways to meet the critical needs of 
their neighborhoods. And just as crucial are 
the partnerships the community foundation 
continues to foster with these grassroots 
organizations.
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HARMONY HOUSE FOUNDER KARLA MCDAY SHOWS OFF ITS RECENTLY ADDED WOMEN’S HOME A PRODUCTION OF THE GLASS MENAGERIE (PHOTO PROVIDED BY CADA)

More 
Equitable 
Grantmaking
In late 2021, Akron Community 
Foundation asked dozens of diverse 
nonprofit leaders to participate in a 
Racial Equity Impact Assessment of 
our competitive grantmaking process, 
with the goal of ensuring our 
grantmaking is as inclusive and 
equitable as possible. 

Understanding that every nonprofit 
has different grant writing  
capabilities, we sought to make 
our grant application process more 
streamlined, less redundant and  
easier to follow. 

To assist those who are applying for 
their first grant from the community 
foundation (and for some their first 
grant ever), we created two versions 
of the application – one for first-time 
applicants and one for returning 
applicants.

Also new to the process is the ability 
to upload a video. Applicants have 
the option to verbally tell their story 
and provide information that may not 
have been covered elsewhere on the 
application, but would be important 
for our board to consider when  
making grant decisions. 

Akron Community Foundation hosted 
a webinar this summer to roll out the 
updated application to grantees. 
To view the webinar, visit 
www.akroncf.org/GrantUpdate.

Learn more about Akron 
Community Foundation’s funding 

at www.akroncf.org/Grants. 
 



Congratulations are also in order for GCEF 
advisory board members Adam Besenyodi, 
Stephannie Garrett and Kate Raymond, 
who were selected for Leadership Akron’s 
Signature Class 39. This annual program 
exposes local leaders to experiences that 
prepare them to maximize their community 
impact. 

The Gay Community Endowment Fund will 
award its next round of impact grants this 
winter. Strong preference will be given to 
programs that create safer environments 
for LGBTQ+ youth, combat phobias of the 
LGBTQ+ community, and support mental 
health and suicide prevention programs for 
LGBTQ+ people. Applications for both impact 
grants and micro grants are due Dec. 15. 
For more information, visit 
www.akroncf.org/ApplyGCEF.

MEDINA COUNTY COMMUNITY FUND
The Medina County Community Fund 
announced grants totaling $33,700 to 15 
nonprofit organizations during its annual 
Spark Hope event in June. This year’s awards 

BATH COMMUNITY FUND
Supporters of Bath Community Fund gathered at Hale Farm & 
Village in August to celebrate the fund’s impact in the community at 
its annual meeting. Among the nonprofit leaders in attendance was 
Jeannine Marks, executive director of Stewart’s Caring Place, who 
thanked the fund and its donors for allowing the cancer wellness 
center to support 73 Bath residents who have been affected by 
cancer. 

Bath Community Fund will announce its latest grants in December, 
bringing the fund’s total grantmaking to more than $200,000 since 
it was created in 2014. For a complete list of recipients, visit 
www.akroncf.org/BCFgrants.

GAY COMMUNITY ENDOWMENT FUND
Community members are invited to join the Gay Community 
Endowment Fund for its 21st annual Sugar Plum Tour of Holiday 
Homes. This signature fundraiser showcases the area’s finest 
historic and contemporary homes, all decked out for the holidays. 
This year’s festivities include both live and virtual tours, with the live 
tour taking place on Sunday, Dec. 4, and the virtual tour occurring 
the weekend of Dec. 10-11. Tickets are $35 and can be purchased 
at www.sugarplumtour.org. Proceeds from the tour support the 
fund’s mission of advancing a lived equality for all LGBTQ+ people in 
Greater Akron.

FUNDS&INITIATIVES
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This year’s keynote speaker is Debra Adams 
Simmons, vice president of diversity, equity 
and inclusion for National Geographic 
Media. During the 
event, the fund will also 
honor former advisory 
board President 
Tracy Carter with the 
2023 Judith A. Read 
Tribute Award for 
Service & Advocacy for 
Women. For more 
information, visit
www.akroncf.org/ForWomenForever.

included a $3,000 grant to Access the Arts 
to provide digital arts classes for youth at 
the Medina County Juvenile Detention 
Center. 

During the event, fund leaders also 
presented the inaugural Founders Award 
to fund co-founders Norbert “Nobby” 
Lewandowski and Jack Holland. Going 
forward, the Founders Award will be 
presented annually to a community member 
who has demonstrated an extraordinary 
commitment to improving life in Medina 
County for those less fortunate.

Applications for next year’s grants are due 
March 1. Apply online starting Feb. 1 at 
www.akroncf.org/ApplyMCCF. 

MEDINA COUNTY WOMEN’S 
ENDOWMENT FUND
This summer, the Medina County Women’s 
Endowment Fund awarded $24,700 in 
grants to nine nonprofit organizations 
that improve the lives of Medina County’s 
women and children. Several of the grants 
awarded this year supported programs 
that integrate the arts, play and education 
to help children grow into healthy, well-
rounded individuals. A $10,000 impact 
grant to Brunswick City Schools supported 
the construction of an inclusive playground 
that will meet the needs of children with 
disabilities throughout the community. 
For a complete list of grant recipients, visit 
www.akroncf.org/MCWEFGrants.

Applications for next year’s grants are due 
March 1. Apply online starting Feb. 1 at 
www.akroncf.org/ApplyMCWEF. 

MILLENNIUM FUND FOR CHILDREN
A partnership between Akron Community 
Foundation and the Akron Beacon Journal/
Beaconjournal.com, the Millennium Fund 
for Children enriches the lives of children 
throughout the newspaper’s audience 

coverage area. Since 1999, the fund has 
grown to nearly $1.2 million and invested 
almost $900,000 into local children’s 
causes. Gifts from individual residents and 
corporations alike help fuel this growth, 
including the more than $45,000 in gifts 
made last year. See the full list of donors at 
www.akroncf.org/MillenniumDonors. 

The Millennium Fund will announce its 
latest grants in December. For a 
complete list of recipients, visit 
www.akroncf.org/MillenniumGrants.

VERNON L. ODOM FUND
As president of the Akron Urban League for 
nearly 30 years, Vernon Odom spent much 
of his career improving the lives of Akron’s 
minority communities through education, 
advocacy and mentoring. Since 1993, the 
Vernon L. Odom Fund has continued his 
legacy by investing nearly $215,000 into 
local programs that promote diversity and 
support ethnic and racial harmony. 

Applications for the next round of grants  
are due Dec. 15. Apply online at 
www.akroncf.org/ApplyOdom.

WOMEN’S ENDOWMENT FUND
In August, the Women’s Endowment 
Fund welcomed guests to its annual Circle 
of Empowerment gathering. The fund 
introduced a new four-tier model for the 
Circle of Empowerment, with opportunities 
to join at the $10,000 Empower tier, $5,000 
Uplift tier, $2,500 Inspire tier, or $1,000 
Support tier annually. The circle has grown 
to include 89 members who collectively 
contribute $113,000 annually to the 
fund. Learn more about joining the Circle 
of Empowerment at www.akroncf.org/
WEFCOE. 

The Women’s Endowment Fund will also 
host its 30th anniversary celebration on 
April 27 at the Akron Civic Theatre. 
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Welcome, New
Board Members
Bath Community Fund
Carolyn Kean
Steve Strayer 

Gay Community Endowment Fund
The Honorable Carol Dezso
Kim Rivers
Dr. Jeremy Troxler 

Medina County Community Fund
Brian Frasier
Edward Hopson
Laure Javorsky 

Medina County Women’s Endowment Fund
Lindsey Mickler 

Millennium Fund for Children
Abby DiSalvo
Michael Little
Dannika Stevenson

Vernon L. Odom Fund
Shaleeta Smith
Sonya Williams

Women’s Endowment Fund
Jolene Lane
V. Rena Suber
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Steve and Jeannine Marks,
2022 Recipients of the 

Bert A. Polsky 
Humanitarian Award

September marked the 20th anniversary 
of the Akron Marathon, a signature race 
series that has been an economic boon for 
Greater Akron since its founding by local 
visionaries Steve and Jeannine Marks. In 
October, the Markses gave the community 
another reason to celebrate as they were 
honored as this year’s Bert A. Polsky 
Humanitarian Award recipients. Steve 
and Jeannine accepted the award in front 
of nearly 450 of their family members, 
friends and colleagues.

Guests at the event were first regaled 
with the story of how this powerhouse 
couple came to be. 

“I have this cousin,” said Bob Littman, 
Jeannine’s brother Matt’s accountant at 
the time.

“You and everybody else,” said Jeannine. 

But, Jeannine acquiesced and gave him 
a chance. Atop the Cascade Plaza at the 
City Club a mere 13 months later, Steve 
popped the question. He rented a plane to 
circle the building, but Jeannine was busy 
at the buffet and didn’t see the first two 
trips.

“I panicked! I only had enough to pay 
for three trips around the building,” said 
Steve.

Luckily, the plane was so close that the 
table settings started to vibrate and 
caught Jeannine’s attention.

“Well?” asked Steve.

“Of course!” said Jeannine. 

And so began a relationship that would 
impact the community for decades to 
come. 

While the Markses are well known for 
bringing the marathon to Akron, they’re 
equally known for the impact their daily 
work has had on the community where 
they were born and raised. 

Everyone knows the muffin man, or so 
it seems in Akron. Steve Marks and his 
business partner, Harvey Nelson, started 
Main Street Gourmet as a muffin shop in 
downtown Akron after visiting an upscale 
mall in Los Angeles, where the busiest 
location was a shop selling only muffins 
and coffee. 

Steve’s entrepreneurial streak began in 
elementary school, where he tasted the 

By Tracy Burt
Photos by Shane Wynn

PACESetting the
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sweet success of business ownership by 
selling cinnamon-flavored toothpicks to 
his fellow fourth graders at Bath School. 
Despite his first setback – being shut 
down by the principal – Steve continued to 
embrace that entrepreneurial spirit, and 
with his partner, Harvey, built Main Street 
Gourmet to its current status as a leading 
provider of bakery products for both 
national and regional grocers, restaurants 
and food operators.

Through programs like Muffins for 
Mammograms, which has helped provide 
mammograms to uninsured women 
through sales of their product, and No 
Muffin Left Behind, which benefited the 
Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank, Steve 
and Harvey used their confectionary 
empire to better the Greater Akron 
community, too. 

But Steve wasn’t the only one giving his 
time and talents for the benefit of the 
community. 

In the mid-2000s, Jeannine helped Mimi 
Surloff establish Stewart’s Caring Place, 
a nonprofit organization that provides 
support services to individuals and 
families on their cancer journey. Jeannine 
understands firsthand the impact an 
organization like Stewart’s can have on a 
person, as she has lost several of her nine 
siblings to the disease. 

For years, she channeled her grief through 
her volunteerism, but in 2016 she was 
tapped to lead the organization. Her hard 
work has paid dividends, as she’s grown 
Stewart’s fundraising and budget by more 
than 900% and was integral in the capital 
campaign for its new building that opened 
in Copley in 2020.

While building their careers, the Markses 
were also busy raising a growing family.
Their oldest son, Wyatt, lives in Columbus 
and has completed more than 200 
skydiving jumps. Middle daughter 
McKenna attended the Fashion Institute 
of Design, and their youngest daughter, 
Brady, is an on-air personality, hosting a 
radio program on WNWV 107.3.

Amid their work, volunteer commitments, 
and raising a family, Steve and Jeannine 
still had time for a personal hobby: 
running. Marathons, in particular. 

Ever the entrepreneur, Steve envisioned 
bringing a marathon to Akron. In 2003, 
the first Akron Marathon was run with 
3,700 participants. This past September, 
more than 7,000 participants ran through 
13 neighborhoods during the marathon’s 
marquee race event.

Since its inception, the marathon has 
generated more than $130 million in 
economic impact and has raised over  
$6 million for charities in Greater Akron.

In addition to the large-scale 
accomplishments the Markses are 
known for, they’ve served on myriad 
boards, committees and events, and have 
been honored with other prestigious 
community awards. 

Steve is a graduate of Leadership Akron 
Class 9 and received its Distinguished 
Leader Award. He has served on the 
boards of Akron Community Foundation, 
the All-American Soap Box Derby, the 
Akron Civic Theatre, the American Red 
Cross and the Greater Akron Chamber, 
which honored him with its H. Peter 
Burg Award in 2012. He has received the 
Simonetti Distinguished Business Alumni 
Award and the University of Akron 
Alumni Honor Award from the university.

In addition to her work with Stewart’s, 
Jeannine has served on the boards of 
Cleveland Clinic Akron General and the 
Jewish Community Board of Akron. She 
has received the Murray Glauberman 
Young Leadership Award from the Shaw 
Jewish Community Center of Akron and 
the Women of Achievement Award from 
the Women’s Network of Northeast Ohio. 

The Markses were both honored with 
the Chairman’s Award from the Akron/
Summit Convention & Visitors Bureau.  

And now, the Bert A. Polsky Humanitarian 
Award.

Giving back is a 
     marathon, not a sprint, 
                         for two local 
                   humanitarians
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An Ode to Steve & Jeannine Marks
By John T. Petures Jr. 

It’s been quite a while since we’ve gathered
Coming together to celebrate and reflect
On the lives of dear friends we’ll honor tonight
That I’m certain we’ll not soon forget  

I’ve been so eager to craft words that rhyme
With poetry so inspiring and keen
My task was made easier by their selection tonight 
Thank goodness beyond Steve there’s Jeannine

I spent endless nights pondering one simple word
And then it hit me all of a sudden
Go ahead and move on with the next stanza please
Nothing really worthy rhymes with “muffin”

Most notable of their collective achievements
Comes near the close of our summer
An economic boon and marathon for our city
With 20-year memories of runners

This is indeed a caring couple
Who’ve inspired so many, it’s true
You’ve lifted the spirits of children and families
Made friends and built bridges too 

The words in this poem could never convey
Nor capture the lives that they’ve touched
Steve was on the search committee that hired me, of course
So you know why I owe him so much

In his own right Steve has been honored
With awards from the White House and Chamber
And together they’ve rallied when needed the most
Finding help for both friends and strangers  

We’ve all lost loved ones to cancer
This scourge on our journey through life
Jeannine’s felt this pain, offering support and comfort 
Loving daughter, caring sister, precious wife

Tonight will be filled with conversation and laughter 
Many will inquire, “How’s this feel?”
To join other legends who’ve received this award
You see now it’s quite a big deal

Giving back to this place has always mattered
Contributing time, treasure and, yes, a race 
We’ve noted just a few of the ways you have rallied    
Living your lives with such compassion and grace

In the spirit of the Polsky tradition
We pause and give thanks to our best
With gratitude and admiration for all you have done
Living your lives with such passion and zest

FRANCES SEIBERLING BUCHHOLZER, JOE KANFER,
ROB MALONE AND JACQUELINE SILAS-BUTLER

ANNE BITONG

WYATT, JEANNINE, STEVE AND BRADY MARKS
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ACF LAUNCHES NEW CHARITABLE FUND OPTION 
Launched in September, our donor-advised starter fund allows 
you to establish a donor-advised fund over a three-year period. 
With an initial $300 donation, you can establish your fund and 
begin making payments to build it to the $5,000 minimum  
balance required of traditional donor-advised funds. For more 
information or to start your fund, visit  
www.akroncf.org/DAFStarter.  
 
ACF WELCOMES NEW STAFF MEMBER 
Patty Stone joined the community  
foundation this summer as our new  
Affiliate Fund Events & Volunteer  
Coordinator. In her role, Patty provides 
administrative support to our seven  
affiliate funds and serves as a liaison  
between the funds’ volunteers and the 
foundation’s staff. Prior to joining Akron 
Community Foundation, Patty worked for 

Jobs for Ohio’s Graduates, Junior Achievement and as a teacher. 
Please join us in welcoming Patty! 
 
PRESIDENT AND CEO NAMED  
TO OHIO 500 
Congratulations to Akron Community  
Foundation President and CEO  
John T. Petures Jr. for being named to Ohio  
Business Magazine’s Ohio 500, which  
recognizes “the most powerful and  
influential Ohioans who are working to 
make our state great.”  
 
FOUNDATION RECOGNIZED BY  
FREEDOM HOUSE FOR WOMEN 
Thank you to Freedom House for Women for recognizing  
Akron Community Foundation’s service to the community  
at its 15th anniversary dinner on Oct. 8. 

NOTEWORTHY

Class Two of the Institute for Emergging Philanthropists (Pictured L to R): Scott Read, Class Advisor; Tim Able; Sandy Parker; Kevin Kroskey; 
Kimberly Young; Andy Little; Karen Hrdlicka, Director of The Center for Family Philanthropy at Akron Community Foundation; and Michael Little. 

Not Pictured: Jon Steven Antalvari Jr., Erin Johnson and Dannika Stevenson 



TWO NEW BOARD MEMBERS ANNOUNCED 
Akron Community Foundation is excited to welcome Angelina Milo 
and Brian Moore as our two newest board members.  
 
Brian Moore is the shareholder-in-charge of 
the Akron office of Roetzel & Andress, where 
he negotiates real estate and finance deals for 
financial institutions, health care systems,  
regional transportation hubs, investors,  
developers and other real estate parties.  
His vast experience includes drafting and  
negotiating construction documents and  
leasing agreements for commercial, industrial 
and institutional real estate projects. Brian is  
actively involved in many organizations 
throughout the community and has joined the  
foundation’s Community Investment Committee. 
 
Angelina Milo is a certified public accountant 
with more than 25 years of experience in  
advising privately owned businesses and their 
owners on general tax planning, business 
restructuring, mergers and acquisitions, and 
succession planning. She is currently a vice 
president in Meaden & Moore’s Tax Services 
Group and has joined the foundation’s Finance 
and Investment Committee. 
 
Congratulations also to Angelina for being named one of Cleveland 
Magazine’s Women of Distinction.   
 
ACF BOARD MEMBERS HONORED 
Congratulations to our board member  
Dr. Rachel Talton on being named one of the 
Enterprising Women of the Year Award winners 
from Enterprising Women magazine, a national 
publication for women business owners and 
entrepreneurs. Dr. Talton was celebrated at an 
event in Clearwater, Florida, in October.  
 
On Nov. 3, Theresa Carter was celebrated as 
this year’s Community Service Honoree at 
Goodwill’s Taste of Vintage Gala for her work  
in inspiring volunteerism and empowering  
others to give back to the community.  
 
Congratulations to you both on this  
well-earned recognition! 
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EVENTS
SUGAR PLUM TOUR OF HOLIDAY HOMES
LIVE: DEC. 4, 2022 
VIRTUAL: DEC. 10-11, 2022
The Sugar Plum Tour is Akron’s premier holiday 
home tour and the signature fundraiser of the Gay 
Community Endowment Fund. Join hundreds 
of tourgoers in experiencing the twinkling lights, 
roaring fires, sparkling trees and dazzling holiday 
decorations of homes nestled in neighborhoods 
throughout Greater Akron. This year’s festivities will 
include both live and virtual tours of some of 
the area’s finest historic and contemporary homes. 
For more information or to purchase tickets, visit 
www.sugarplumtour.org.

FOR WOMEN, FOREVER
APRIL 27, 2023
Join the Women’s Endowment Fund as it celebrates 30 
years of uplifting women and girls in our community. 
The keynote address will be delivered by Debra Adams 
Simmons, vice president of diversity, equity and 
inclusion for National Geographic Media. During the 
event, the fund will also honor former advisory board 
President Tracy Carter with the 2023 Judith A. Read 
Tribute Award for Service & Advocacy for Women. 
This will be the fund’s first in-person celebration 
since 2019 and tickets are sure to go quickly, 
so reserve your seats now by becoming a sponsor at 
www.akroncf.org/ForWomenForever. 

ON THE TABLE: ACTION CHALLENGE
FEB. 1-15, 2023
More talk and more action. That’s the hope for Akron 
Community Foundation’s return of On the Table. In 
the fourth installment of this community-wide event, 
we’re issuing the On the Table Action Challenge, which 
encourages residents of Summit and Medina counties 
to participate in seven specific tasks. The tasks range 
from reading articles and stories to attending 
community arts events and patronizing locally 
owned businesses – all culminating in a one-on-one 
conversation with a community member with whom 
you wouldn’t typically interact. Learn more at 
www.onthetableakron.com. 

Class Two of the Institute for Emergging Philanthropists (Pictured L to R): Scott Read, Class Advisor; Tim Able; Sandy Parker; Kevin Kroskey; 
Kimberly Young; Andy Little; Karen Hrdlicka, Director of The Center for Family Philanthropy at Akron Community Foundation; and Michael Little. 

Not Pictured: Jon Steven Antalvari Jr., Erin Johnson and Dannika Stevenson 
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In Memoriam April 1 - Sept. 30, 2022

MEMORIAL GIFTS TO:  

Akron Community Foundation for: 
Laura Allio by
Christina Minjares
Steve Baach by
Chris Dunning
Jim & Pat Proffitt
Charles E. Booth by
Kathryn Booth
Libert Bozzelli by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Claudia Bjerre & Andrea E. Senich
Karen Bozzelli & James Campbell
Linda & Tom Burgett
Mario & Luisa Caponi
Harry & Joanie Ciccolini
Janet Ciotola
Patti Clair
Steve Comunale Charitable Account 
     at Schwab Charitable
Giuliana DiPasquale
Linda Evans
Philip George
Ruthie & Nick George
Anne & Dennis Griffith
Teresa & Rich Hazlett and Family
Elizabeth Kern
Malcolm Mader
The Greg Novelli Families
Louise Palombo
Martha Peterson & Jeffrey Anderson
Tom Pitts & Carol Rilley
John & Kathy Rocco
Amber Scheumann and Family
John Schmidt
Madeline Scoville
Sheet Metal Workers’ LU 33
Deborah Sherritt
Sons of Italy, Akron Lodge #685
Francine Spano
Betsy I. Tausch
Nancy & Larry Whitman
Madeline Bozzelli by
Thomas Adam
Judge John R. Adams
Akron Children’s Hospital
Akron Community Foundation’s board
     of directors, past Polsky 
     honorees and staff
Anonymous
Valerie Antonucci
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Bruce & Sandy Bailey
Thomas & Mary Ann Barnes
Carolyn Becker
Claudia Bjerre & Andrea E. Senich
Thomas G. & Jan Bozzelli Boggs
Jim & Maura Bozzelli
Ann Amer Brennan
Alan Brubaker
Charles & Janice Brust
H. Peter Burg Fund of Akron 
     Community Foundation
Thomas Burgett
Mario & Luisa Caponi
Richard Ciccarone

Richard & Marilyn Ciccarone Donor 
     Advised Fund, a fund of 
     Bank of America
Harry & Joan Ciccolini
Janet Ciotola
Patricia Clair
Steve Comunale Sr.
Rebecca D. and William H. Considine 
     Family Fund of Akron 
     Community Foundation
Council of Italian American Societies
Danica Deering and Daniel & Sofia 
     De La Cruz
Leo DeMeo
The Denholm Family
Thomas J. Dillon
Rocco Dominick
Linda Evans
Patty Felder
Joni Fitch
Jon Fiume
Joe & Terri Fruscella Onderko
Mary Ann Frye
Frederick George
Rose Marie George
Ruthie & Nick George
Tom & Jane Gill
Anne & Dennis Griffith
Dennis Harrigal, D.D.S.
Rich Hazlett
HBO Photo Team
Annie Hanson Hilaire
Laura Hnat
Diane & John Hurley
John & Sheila Hutzler
Tom & Mary Ann Jackson
Leslie Janikis
Elizabeth Kern
Bill and Anne Lowery Fund, 
     a donor-advised fund of 
     Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Barbara & Rick Lubinski
Charles & Suellen Maggio
Jim & Claudia Markwald
Louise Palombo
Michael & Janet Pera
Martha Peterson & Jeffrey Anderson
Tony Petrarca
Thomas Pitts
Dora Ricci Raymond
Kathleen Rice
John & Kathy Rocco
Nick Romano
John Schmidt
Steven P. Schmidt & Richard J. Krochka
Susan Schwabe & Family
Madeline Scoville
Deborah Sherritt
Robert Simone
Linda Sinar
Sons of Italy, Akron Lodge #685
Francine Spano
Arthur Stevens
Betsy I. Tausch
Tom & Linda Teodosio
Sylvia Trundle
Stefan Welch & Patti Eddy-Perrine

Hugh West
Robert Zimmermann
Libert & Madeline Bozzelli by
Karen & Rick Fry
Michael & Sally Griffiths
Richard Harr
MJ (Bellini) Roeder
Steve Vitale
Danny & Anna Zampelli
H. Peter Burg by
Eileen Burg
Michael & Janet Pera
Mary Quinn
Jennifer Ziegler
Michael Ziegler
Andrew DiLullo by
Louise DiLullo
Stephanie Elliott by
Rachel Fischer
Tim Flossie by
Ron & Susan Amedeo
Albert Ammerman
Douglas Baer
Debra Betro
Dane Fox
Alana Gaither & the Gaither Family
Anthony Galati
Garfield Class of 1967 
     Reunion Committee
Brenda Gill
Karen Hardman
Ken & Diana Jones
George Knoch
Matthew Koch
Kenneth Lusk
Larry McAnallen
Roger & Josie McElroy
Patricia L. McGee
William McGee
Lester & Charlene McKeel
C. Sue Miles & Duane Nichols
Marcy Venarge
Margaret Vinez
Marilyn & Jim Vogt
Cheryl Ginley by
Dr. & Mrs. Ernest R. Estep
Bill Gray by
Mark & Michele Allio
Kristen & Brennan Ashby
Eileen Burg
Tracy & Kelly Burt
The Jansky Family
Susan Kinnamon
Greg & Jackie McDermott
Jane & Steve Schloenbach
Karl Hay by
Akron Community Foundation’s 
     Discretionary Fund
Akron/Summit Convention & 
     Visitors Bureau Inc.
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Larry Bastoky
Martha & Frank Bergold and Family
Ann Amer Brennan
Brouse McDowell LPA
H. Peter Burg Fund of 
     Akron Community Foundation

John & Jill Dewitt
Dr. & Mrs. Ernest R. Estep
Dave Fielder & Sarah Wright
Terry & Jeannie Haines
Donald & Elaine Johnson
Susan Kinnamon
Bruce Leto
David Raynor
Margot & Ron Schroder
Dick & Gindy Smith
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young LLP
Dorothy & Henry Jameson by
Martha Jameson
Dr. John (Jack) Kimberly by
Dr. & Mrs. Ernest R. Estep
Bryan Kinnamon by
Dr. & Mrs. Ernest R. Estep
Myrna Rea by
Bruce & Sandy Bailey
Richey Smith by
Dr. & Mrs. Ernest R. Estep
Barb Steinkerchner by
Nancy & Pat Roberts
Lauren Steinkerchner
J.R. Thomkinson by
Jim & Missie Broers
Milton & Ira Wiskind by
Natanya Briendel
Jeff Yuhasz by 
Jim & Missie Broers
Susan Kinnamon
Marilyn Zuckerman by
Karen Hrdlicka

Akron Garden Club Endowment 
Fund for:
Karl Hay by
Marguerite Tremelin
Mary Dure Johnson by
Sarah B. Nix
Richey Smith by
Marguerite Tremelin

Akron Garden Club Sewell Fund for:
Lois Sewell Pflueger by
Kathleen Grant

Akron-Summit County Public Library 
Endowment Fund for:
Arnelle Collins by
The Johnson Family
Janice Korpela
School Employees Retirement System

Richard L. Averitte Memorial 
Scholarship Fund for:
Richard Averitte by
Yvonne Averitte

Bath Community Fund for:
Karl Hay by
Jody Miller Konstand
James Hower by
Bath Volunteers for Service
Jody Miller Konstand
Kathy Sidaway
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Bryan Kinnamon by
Joseph & Joanne Hoffmann
Joan Marsh by
Bath Gamma Garden Club
Kathy & Don Sidaway
Mary Anne Slattery
Joan Nelson by
Kathy & Don Sidaway
Judy Read by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Dick Sutherland by
Feigenbaum Agency
Virginia Wilson by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Jeff Yuhasz by
Jody Miller Konstand

Beacon of Light Initiatives/Sgt. 
Brandon Allen Memorial Fund for:
Brandon Allen by
Vivian Allen
Cindy & Mike Hensley

Mary K. Booth Endowment Fund of 
the Women’s Endowment Fund for:
Mary Kathryn Booth by
Kathryn Booth

Craine’s Cholangiocarcinoma Crew 
Fund for:
Mark Ashburn by
Bonnie Gill
Yvonne Wike & Bob Rombach
Laura Burns by
Melissa Guerra
Judith Canton by
Lori Ann Ballingall
Priscilla Copp Craine by
Margaret & Harry Meacham
Laura DeNigris by
Mark Stolaroff
Nancy Williams
Joyce A. Ellis by
William C. Ellis
Kristen English by
Anonymous
Kenneth Hudgins by
Grover Day
Julie S. by
Sara Russell
Tan by
Nicholas Pietro
Libby Wolfe by
The Sprague Family

Margot Eiseman Scholarship Fund for:
Margot Eiseman by
Suzette Barclay & Peter Mitchell
Golda Hoffman

Friends of Akron Public Schools 
Endowment Fund for:
Sarah “Sally” Hodge by
Ever Loved Inc.’s Fund of 
     Charityvest Inc.
Sarah Heid

Friends of the Stow-Munroe Falls 
Public Library Endowment Fund for:
Jenny Birnbaum by
Peggy Shaffer
Jane Osman by
ShanAnn Gabbas
Larry Shaffer by
Barb Beiling
Diane Bussan
Friends of the Stow-Munroe Falls 
     Public Library
Don & Fran Waybright
Robert Waybright by
Don & Fran Waybright

Joseph Gains Memorial Scholarship 
Fund for:
Joseph Gains by
Margaret Mitchell

Gay Community Endowment 
Fund for:
Gerri George by
Jones Group Interiors Inc.
Dr. Walter Sheppe by
Anonymous

Humane Society Endowment 
Fund for:
Jerry Feeman by
Sylvia Trundle

Pauline Klupinski Memorial 
Scholarship Fund for:
Pauline Klupinski by
Elizabeth Etoll
Linda McCarthy
The Ronald Monsour Family
Stephanie White

Love Akron Network Endowment 
Fund for:
Beverly Shuler by
Karen Hrdlicka

MAPS Air Museum Endowment 
Fund for:
Dean Meier by
Sally Buta, Jock Buta, Mike Scott and 
     Susan Minto
Orion Zurcher by
Anonymous

Millennium Fund for Children for:
Dee Andreoli by
Patty & John Saks

Marissa Alexandra Norwood 
Legacy of Kindness Charitable 
Giving Fund for:
Marissa Norwood by
Tom & Vivian Gano Fund, 
     a donor-advised fund of 
     Schwab Charitable
Catherine Kemp
Barry McCombs
Heather Taylor
Asya Wyche

June Young Pak Memorial Scholarship 
Fund for:
June Young Pak by
Samuel Pak

Benjamin E. Parke Memorial Fund for:
Benjamin Parke by
Susan Barnes-Cash

St. Mary Urban Education 
Endowment Fund for:
Jessica Smith Badger by
Elaine Shannon-Smith
Dorothy Brei Marsh by
Dr. William Burges & C. Moskal-Burges
Eric & Marlene Czetli
John Schmidt
Bob Meadows by
Susan Straits
Margaret & Dwight Strayer by
Michele Strayer

Sojourner Truth Project – Akron 
Fund for:
Karl Hay by
Erika & Fred May
Pulcheria Kress by
Sue Ann Kress
Annie Payne by
Ilona Hudson
Betty Napoleon

James E. Sovacool, Jr. Fund for:
Jim Sovacool by
Elizabeth S. Earle
Beth Rush

Stewart’s Caring Place Endowment 
Fund for:
Jeff Yuhasz by
Karen Hrdlicka & Jeffrey Jones

Stow-Munroe Falls Public Library 
Foundation Endowment Fund for:
Tony & Ruth Cookro by
Terry Cookro

Summit County Historical Society 
Endowment Fund for:
John Dalton by
Judith Nicely

VANTAGE Aging Endowment 
Fund for:
Fred Starr by
Karen Hrdlicka

Victim Assistance Program 
Endowment Fund for:
Andrea Rose Teodosio by
Judge Linda Tucci Teodosio

Warriors’ Journey Home Ministry 
Endowment Fund for:
William Rades by
Carolyn Raymaker

Jack Andrew Wilson Fund for 
Mental Health for:
Jack Andrew Wilson by
Anonymous

Witan Presidents’ Scholarship 
Fund for:
Joanne Owen by
Tracie Lee Baumgardner
Ciriello & Carr Funeral Homes

Woman’s Club of Hudson Scholarship 
Fund for:
Deceased members by
Woman’s Club of Hudson

Women’s Endowment Fund for:
Louise Accurso by
Colleen R. Tullius
Laura Ritter Allio by
Mark & Michele Allio
Sandy Andrassy by
Anonymous
Kay Auburn by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Barbara Bagiackas by
Cynthia Morris Schostak
Madeline Bartz by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Vern Cunningham by
Judythe A. Hummel
Edith Hartle Darnell by
Ann Otto
Marian Davies by
Judythe A. Hummel
Evangelia Tsimpinou Diamanda by
Litsa Varonis
Clara Flanagan by
Colleen R. Tullius
Christine Freitag by
Barbara Tannenbaum
Rosalie Gaylor by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Agnes Gorbach by
Debbie Gorbach
Christine Gorbach by
Debbie Gorbach
Elba Heusinkvelt by
Neida Heusinkvelt
Carolyn Reed Hodge by
Louise Kuhns Harvey
Helen Hom by
May Chen
Kathryn Motz Hunter by
Margaret & David Hunter
Dorothy Jackson by
Judge Linda Tucci Teodosio
Mary Dure Johnson by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Marion K. Jones by
Beverly L. Haws
Beatrice Jordan by
Janet M. Karson
Georgia E. King by 
Mary Annette King
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Katherine Kohl by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Pearl Korman by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Jacqueline Lewis by
Tanisha Lewis
Beatrice Knapp McDowell by
Barbara Tannenbaum
Eloise Menendez by
Debbie Gorbach
Cynthia Mernagh by
Debbie Gorbach
Anna Mae Miller by
Louise Kuhns Harvey
Jane Moon by
May Chen
Margaret Murray by
Megan Kleidon
Patricia Quirk by
Elizabeth Sheeler
Judy Read by
Elizabeth B. Saraceno
Diane Reuther by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Dolores Soppeland by
Barbara Tannenbaum
Dorothy Storm by
Judythe A. Hummel
Andrea Rose Teodosio by
Judge Linda Tucci Teodosio
Gertrude Turner by
Joyce Erlandson
Rashara Walker by
Herb & Dianne Newman
Joan Feeney Wessman by
Lauren Myers
Phyllis West by
Hugh West
Betty Sibley Wetterau by
Margaret & David Hunter
Marilyn Zuckerman by
Mike & Wendy Bolas
Jackie McDermott

MEMORIAL GRANTS TO:

Akron Community Foundation for:
Madeline Bozzelli by
H. Peter Burg Fund 
Rebecca D. and William H. Considine 
     Family Fund
Karl Hay by
H. Peter Burg Fund

Akron Art Museum for:
Mildred Nelson by
Harvey and Kimberly Nelson 
     Family Fund

Akron-Canton Regional 
Foodbank for:
H. Peter Burg by
H. Peter Burg Fund
Joan Marsh by
H. Peter Burg Fund

Akron Children’s Hospital 
Foundation for:
Madeline Bozzelli by
Rebecca D. and William H. Considine 
     Family Fund
Christopher Adam Knight by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert 
     Family Fund
Thomas A. LaRose by
Rebecca D. and William H. Considine 
     Family Fund
Dale Onderak by
H. Peter Burg Fund

American Red Cross Northern Ohio 
Region for:
H. Peter Burg by
H. Peter Burg Fund

Breaking Barriers – Hope is Alive for:
Tyler Bornstein by
The Steven Baach Charities Fund

Greater Akron Amenities for:
H. Peter Burg by
H. Peter Burg Fund

NAACP for:
H. Peter Burg by
H. Peter Burg Fund
Jayland Walker by
Sandy and Mark Auburn Fund

The Oak Clinic for:
Lois Geraldine Oelschlager by
Rob and Alyssa Briggs Fund

Ohio CPA Foundation for:
Edward M. Rose by
Joseph R. and Candi S. Weber 
     Family Fund

Ohio Parkinson Foundation 
Northeast Region for:
James Fenwick by
H. Peter Burg Fund

Stewart’s Caring Place for:
Jeff Yuhasz by
H. Peter Burg Fund

Summit County Historical Society for:
Isabelle Gordon by
Don and Lynne Gordon, Jr. Fund

Summit Metro Parks Foundation for:
Richey Smith by
Richard and Alita Rogers Fund

The University of Akron 
Foundation for:
Richard Marsh by
Thomas and Laura Navin Fund

The University of Texas MD Anderson 
Cancer Center for:
Robert “Bob” Handelman by
Rob and Alyssa Briggs Fund 

The Village of St. Edward 
Foundation for:
William Maltarich Sr. by
H. Peter Burg Fund

Wooster High School Alumni and 
Friends Association for:
Art Sigler by
Rob and Alyssa Briggs Fund

TRIBUTE GIFTS TO:  

Akron Community Foundation for:
Olivia Eastly by
Karen Hrdlicka
Sia Effort by
Rupesh Raina
Tom LaRose by
Anonymous
Steve & Jeannine Marks by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Tracy Carter
William & Rebecca Considine
Rev. Norm Douglas
Rev. Ronald Fowler
The Karen & David Grau Family 
     Foundation
Ellen Hay
Dr. & Mrs. Neal Marks
The Maynard Family Foundation
Bob & Vicki Merzweiler
Mid’s True Sicilian Pasta Sauce
W. Stuver Parry
Mrs. Richey Smith
Dianne Powers Wright
Sandy Naragon by
Akron Cleveland Association of 
     REALTORS
Michelle Nissel by
Karen Hrdlicka
Roger Read by
Tim & Pam Fitzwater
Gerald Schweigert by
Susan Kinnamon
Gary Zeller by
Susan Kinnamon

Akron-Summit County Public Library 
Endowment Fund for:
Damaris Price & Victoria Patterson by
Seattle Public Library Foundation

Bath Community Fund for:
Judy Hrdlicka by
Jeffrey Jones & Karen Hrdlicka
Mary Anne Krejci by
Jody Miller Konstand
Ellen Otto by
Nancy L. Ray Donor-Advised Fund 
     at Schwab Charitable

Craine’s Cholangiocarcinoma Crew 
Fund for:
Lisa Craine by
Anonymous
Michael & Loraine Craig
Cyndi Dalakian
Lisa Dregalla
Mary Ann Isaac
Mary K. Long
The Mark Family
Anita & Ron Zimcosky
Lisa & David Craine by
Rosemary LeVoyer & 
     Dr. William Moats

Friends of the Stow-Munroe Falls 
Public Library Endowment Fund for:
Marie Holt by
Sue Eby
Fran Waybright

Gay Community Endowment 
Fund for:
Lisa Aurilio & Dianne LaCerva by
Brian Lapolla
Adam & Tracy Besenyodi by
Jennifer Nash Humphrey
Matthew Culler by
John Garofalo & Matt Melton
Brian Lamoda Genet by
John Garofalo & Matt Melton
Lindsay Hailer by
John Garofalo & Matt Melton
Ann Manby & September Howat by
Karen Hrdlicka & Jeff Jones
Benjamin Manista by
John Garofalo & Matt Melton
James Zwisler by
Susan Kinnamon

Leadership Akron Operating 
Endowment Fund for:
Barry Dunaway by
Karen Hrdlicka

Medina County Community Fund for:
Jack Holland by
Nivine Y. El-Refai, 
     B.D.S., D.D.S., M.S.D., Inc.
Dr. & Mrs. Albert F. Gilbert
William & Kathy Koran
Norbert Lewandowski by
Nivine Y. El-Refai, 
     B.D.S., D.D.S., M.S.D., Inc.
Dr. & Mrs. Albert F. Gilbert
William & Kathy Koran
Dennis Schirripa

Northeast Ohio Healing Arts Alliance 
Fund for:
Tom Schurr by
Nathan Schurr
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One-In-Six Foundation Endowment 
Fund for:
The gentleman cycling the 
Pacific Northwest by
Anonymous

Rec2Connect Foundation 
Endowment Fund for:
Mindy & Zac Jackson by
TK & Amy Griffith

St. Mary Urban Education 
Endowment Fund for:
Mary & Thomas Dudek by
Julianne & Scott Dudek

Sojourner Truth Project – Akron 
Fund for:
The committee for their tremendous 
work on this project by
Anonymous
Angela Fluray by
Susan Schwabe & Family
Charlotte Hanson by
Mary Stancik
Katie Hanson by
Mary Stancik
Patricia Hargrave by
Mary Stancik
Gladys Henderson by
Towanda Mullins
Lake Erie Women’s Huddle by
Debra Hirshberg
The League of Women Voters by
Excel HR Consulting LLC
Meighan, Fiona and Amelia by
Julie Shepherd
Nancy Miller by
Susan Schwabe & Family
Vicki Roher by
Susan Schwabe & Family
Louise Schwabe by
Susan Schwabe & Family
Claire Doran Stancik by
Mary Stancik
Kay Stancik by
Mary Stancik
Linda Starberfield by
Susan Schwabe & Family
 
Witan Endowment Fund for:
Patricia Bigelow by
Tracie Lee Baumgardner
Cheryl Dunphy
Barbara Gerber by
Katie & Gerry Goodwin
Teresa Good by
Katie & Gerry Goodwin
Lynne Moshier by
Katie & Gerry Goodwin
Linda Shippy by
Barbara Oldham
Karen Silver by
Katie & Gerry Goodwin
Diana Snider by
Barbara Oldham

Susan Straits by
Tracie Lee Baumgardner

Women’s Endowment Fund for:
Barb Abbott by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Virginia Addicott by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Valerie Stutler
Christine C. Yuhasz
Lori Alamin by
Margaret Roberts
Caroline Allen by
Carrie Herman
Suzanne Allen by
Louise Kuhns Harvey
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation 
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Carol Allio by
Mark & Michele Allio
Shelly Allio by
Mark Allio
Beth Amireh-Leach by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Alison Arkin by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Cynthia Auburn by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Mary Elizabeth Auburn by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Nora Auburn by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Rebecca Auburn by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Sandy Auburn by
Mary Elizabeth Auburn
Cynthia Snider
Cathy Baer by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Sandra Bailey by
Bruce Bailey
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Valerie Stutler
Linda Banasiak by
Elizabeth B. Saraceno
Holly Harris Bane by
Joshua Bane
Megann Eberhart
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Joshua Bane by
Holly Harris Bane

Martha Banks by
Ann Duff
Heather Barnes by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Alea Barr by
Ruth Barnum
Heidi Bartholomew by
Danielle DeAngelis
Elizabeth Bartz by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Jodi Bash by
Joni Fitch
Luz Beaty by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Ellen Beckle by
Jessica McCoy
Debbie Bellich by
Nicole Farraher
Sandie Benedict by
Ricky Benedict
Diana Bilimoria by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
      Fund of Akron Community 
      Foundation
Maggie Bina by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Anne Bitong by
Danielle DeAngelis
Lois Block by
Sandra Kurt
Wendy Bolas by
Elizabeth B. Saraceno 
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Blanche Bolden by
Tanisha Lewis
Kimberly Boodjeh by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Karen Bozzelli by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Angela Brake by
Joni Fitch
Julie Brandle by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community Foundation
Valerie Stutler
Diane Bray by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Alison Breaux by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Ann Brennan by
Alice H. Bergstrom
Mary Ann Jackson

Emily Browning by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Dr. Jenna Brunn by
LuAnne Decker
Tara Bryant by
Elizabeth Rayl
Frances Buchholzer by
Richard and Alita Rogers Fund of 
     Akron Community Foundation
Mitzie Burcham by 
Cheryl Swanson
Eileen Burg by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Diana Burke by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Kat Burrows by
Ruthie George
Maggie Burrows by
Ruthie George
Debra Calevich by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Kylene Calmetti by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Christine Canter by
Seth Canter
Donna Canter by
Canter Chiropractic Life Center
Dr. Cynthia Capers by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Halle Jones Capers by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Valerie Stutler
Michelle Carano by
Danielle DeAngelis
Candice Carlyon by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Theresa Carr by
Ruthie George
Theresa Carter by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at  
     Schwab Charitable
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Valerie Stutler 
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Ruby Chittenden by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Paula Christ by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Judith Clapsaddle by
Kay Hine
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Jane Clark by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Sara & Sinead Clark by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Adriane Clayton by
Michelle Wilson
Randi Clites by
Anne Marie Noble
Samantha Coldwell by
Randa Shaheen
Chiara Constanzo by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Margaret Cook by
Marti Cowden
Patty Costigan by
Elizabeth Sheeler
Marie Covington by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Meredith Cowden by
Marti Cowden
Laura Culp by
Bruce Bailey
Valerie Stutler 
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Christine Curry by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
      Fund of Akron Community 
      Foundation
Robyn Cutler by
Christine C. Yuhasz
Trina Cutter by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Annie Davis by
Cynthia Morris Schostak
Barb Dawson by
Janet Neubert
Julie Deane by
Judith L. Fowler
Marissa Decker by
LuAnne Decker
Kirsten Delpinal by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Olivia Demas by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Lisa Denholm by
Pam Wright, CPA
Dr. Sandy Deveny by
Bonnie Estep
Michelle Dickstein by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Laura A. DiCola by
John Garofalo
Pamela Kiltau

Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
      Fund of Akron Community 
      Foundation
Christine C. Yuhasz
Dr. Lisa Dietrich by
Bonnie Estep
Sandy Doll by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Cillian Donahue by
Elizabeth Donahue
Jennifer Douglas by
Joyce Erlandson
Connie Dubick by
Ann Duff
Kathy Dubose by
Ann Duff
Dr. Dustin & Ann Marie Dunn by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community  
     Foundation
Ann Hunter Durr by
Margaret & David Hunter
Maria Duvuvuei by
Cindy Jaworski
Shana Earle by
Lisa A. Aurilio
Aileen Eckert by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Betsy Engels by
Pamela Kiltau
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation 
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Bonnie Estep by
Susan Kinnamon
Ashley Fahey by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Arrian Fair by
Lorraine Fair
Michelle Fair by
Lorraine Fair
Ann Fairweather by
Judith L. Fowler
Kim Haws Falasco by
Beverly L. Haws
Pamela Kiltau
Kimberly Miller
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert 
     Family Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation 
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Barbara Feld by
Cynthia Snider
Lashawrida Fellows by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Terry Fercana by
Carol A. Lewis

Joni E. Fitch by
Canter Chiropractic Life Center
Liz Davis
Laura Duda
Carolyn Lake
Jill Patterson
Susan Flowers by
Edward Jones
Valerie Stutler
Valerie Flowers by
Jennifer Henry
Melissa Ford by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family    
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Greta Foster by
Debra Shifrin
Ruth Fowler by
Judith L. Fowler
Sophie Franchi by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Toni Francis by
Kimberly Miller
Judie Frantz by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Kandi Friedman by
Debra Shifrin
Marsha Friedman by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Sara Kinnamon Fritsch by
Susan Kinnamon
Lynne Gatzulis by
Danielle DeAngelis
Julie Geller by
Heidi Regal
Micaela George by
Patti Weinstein
Mimi George by
Patti Weinstein
Ruthie George by
Elizabeth Sheeler
Patti Weinstein
Nazy Gholizadeh by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Jenny Gingo by
Patricia L. McGee
Sheri Glauberman by
Marcella Kanfer Rolnick
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Ellie Gluck by
Ruthie George
Susan Golden by
Debra Shifrin
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Teresa Good by
Michael & Julia Pasternak
Toby Gorant by
Mary Beth Carroll
Ann Otto

Kris Grayem by
Lisa A. Aurilio
Meghan Coughlin Graziano by
Gretchen Laatsch
Barb Greene by
Judi Hill
Christa Gude by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Marci Gude by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Nicole Gude by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Christina Haas by
Alex Coon
Nancy Hamlin by
Mary Beth Carroll
Louise Harvey by
Cynthia Snider
Kristen Hastings by
Joni Fitch
Heather Haws-Babb by
Beverly L. Haws
Sherry Hellman by
Debra Shifrin
Jennifer Henretta by
Cathy Henretta
Megan Henretta by
Cathy Henretta
Sheila Henretta by
Cathy Henretta
Carrie Herman by
Joy Herman
Ginger Vukas 
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Kelly Hillyard by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Lauren Hochrad by
Debra Shifrin
Hallie Kay Hofherr by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Kate Hofherr by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Erin Coughlin Holland by
Gretchen Laatsch
Ramona Hood by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Jody House by
Judy Hrdlicka
Karen Hrdlicka by
Judy Hrdlicka
Erin Huber by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Laura Hunsicker by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Helen Motz Hunter by
Margaret & David Hunter 
Margaret W. Hunter by
David M. Hunter
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Marie Sibley Hunter by
Margaret & David Hunter
Ann Hutchinson by
Carrie Herman
Susanne Iannece by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Emily Iles by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Reagan Jackson by
Mary Ann Jackson
Rylee Jackson by
Mary Ann Jackson
Carey Jaros by
Jessica McCoy
Marcella Kanfer Rolnick
Cindy Jiang by
May Chen
Sara Joffe by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Cindy Johnson by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Jen Johnson by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Leslie Johnson by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Barb Jones by
Michael & Julia Pasternak
Susan Kambrich by
Richard and Alita Rogers Fund of 
     Akron Community Foundation
Pam Kanfer by
Marcella Kanfer Rolnick
Maureen Katanic by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Dr. Karyn Katz by
Heidi Regal 
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Patty Kaufmann by
Anne Kaufmann
Gail Kay by
Lisa A. Aurilio
Kathy Kelly by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Mimi Kent by
Ruthie George
Jane Kestner by
Jacqueline Hemsworth
Doris Khoury by
Darlene Khoury
Pam Kiltau by
Kimberly Miller
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation

Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Ludia Kim by
Dr. Josephine Weeden
Susie Kimble by
Canter Chiropractic Life Center
Allison King by
Lisa King
Lisa King by
Karen Hrdlicka
Susan Kinnamon by
Lori Kinnamon Lucas
Erika Knight by
Valerie McKitrick
Kara Kolesar by
Jill Kolesar
Melanie Korman by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Joan Kramer by
Mary Beth Carroll
Connie Kuhn by
Valerie McKitrick
Patty Laatsch by
Gretchen Laatsch
Dr. Zenab Laiq by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Jolene Lane by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
      Fund at Schwab Charitable
Quinnie Lane by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Auna Lattavo by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Dana Lawless-Andric by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Laura Lederer by
UBS
Karen Lefton by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert 
     Family Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation 
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Teresa LeGrair by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Sheri Leipertz by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Heather Lentz by
Joni Fitch
Sylvia Lewis by
Marcella Kanfer Rolnick
Heather Licata by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Jane Lin by
Betty Lin-Fisher

Kim Lloyd by
Margaret McDowell Lloyd
Valerie Lombardo by
Carrie Herman
Ruth Ann Looker by
Carol A. Lewis
Leia’ Love by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Patricia Love by
Vicki L. Perfect
Betsy Lucas by
Vicki L. Perfect
Lori Kinnamon Lucas by
Susan Kinnamon
Laura Luchuck by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Sarah Luisi by
LuAnne Decker
Tammy Luisi by
LuAnne Decker
Sarah Lukacs by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Judy Mace by
Steve Cox
Ann Manby by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Lisa Mansfield by
Karen Hrdlicka
Missy Marino by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Jeannine Marks by
Danielle DeAngelis
Christine C. Yuhasz
Kendra Marks by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Sharon Mazgaj by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Alison McCarty by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Morgan McCullough by
Randy McCullough
Jackie McDermott by
Nancy A. Jones
Greg A. McDermott
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community   
     Foundation
Bonnie Lass Wojno 
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable

Mandy McIntosh by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Pat McKay by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Charlene McKeel by
Patricia L. McGee
Linda McKinney by
Ann Duff
Gayle McLaughlin by
Shannon Italia
Jonette McMasters by
Anonymous
Cindy Meadows by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Margaret Medzie by
Bonnie Lass Wojno
Meghan Meeker by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Liz Menefee by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Julie Merklin by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Sharri Merz by
Lisa A. Aurilio
Peggy Merzweiler by
Vicki L. Perfect
Paula Meyer by
Dr. Josephine Weeden
Georgia Nix Miller by
Michael & Julia Pasternak
Linda Miller by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Judy Milvet by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Andrea Minster by
Debra Shifrin
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Kimberly Mitchell by
Pamela Kiltau
Tracy Mock by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Foram Modi by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Joan Morris by
Cynthia Morris Schostak
Sarah Rogers Morris by
Richard and Alita Rogers Fund of 
     Akron Community Foundation
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Karen Mueller by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Nicole Mullet by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Towanda Mullins by
Margaret & Jeffrey Maurer
Karen Munson by
Ann Rowland
Maggie Nabors by
Marcella Kanfer Rolnick
Carol Nelson-Felzenberg by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Colette Nemer by
Tania Nemer
Randa Nemer by
Tania Nemer
Tania Nemer by
Elias Karam
Randa Shaheen
Janet Neubert by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Sherry Neubert by
Pamela Kiltau
Debra Shifrin
Kandy Shoaff
Valerie Stutler 
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Dianne Newman by
Debra Shifrin
Elizabeth Newman by
Debra Shifrin
Meghan Newman by
Debra Shifrin
Judith Nicely by
Pamela Kiltau
Mary Anne Nichols by
LuAnne Decker
Fedearia Nicholson-Sweval by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Melissa Nilsen by
Susan Kinnamon
Pat Nilsestuen by
Michael & Julia Pasternak
Patti Noel by
Marti Cowden
Ann Nunnally by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Alisa Benedict O’Brien by
Ricky Benedict
Sandie Benedict
Cindy Guy
Katie O’Brien by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Chief Justice Maureen O’Conner by
Judge Linda Tucci Teodosio
Nancy Oktavec by
Colleen R. Tullius

Joy Malek Oldfield by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Micaela O’Leary by
Ruthie George
Emma Lieberth Osborn by
Laura A. DiCola
Ann Otto by
Heather A. Otto
Mary Outley by
Margaret Roberts
Erin Leppo Palmer by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Stephanie Sczpanski
Valerie Stutler
Sandy Parker by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Lori Pesci by
Joni Fitch
Abby Poeske by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Brynn Popa by
Mark & Michele Allio
Laura Preston by
Bonnie Estep
Jeanette Prince by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Sally Read by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Kathy Reed by
Bonnie Estep
Heidi Regal by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Alex Renalds by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Kathy Ress by
Constance Dubick
Margaret & Jeffrey Maurer
Rosemary Reymann by
Carrie Herman
Michelle Wilson
Samantha Riordan by
Liz Davis
Norma Rist by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
    Schwab Charitable
Leia’ Love
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Darleen Tittle 
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Margaret Roberts by
Sandra Shaw

Cindy Rocco by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Alita Rogers by
Susan Kambrich
Suzanna Rogers by
Richard and Alita Rogers Fund of 
     Akron Community Foundation
Victoria Romando by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Tiffany Roper by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Debbie Rosen by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Toby Rosen by
Debra Shifrin 
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Dr. Frances Rosenfeld by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Gillian Rosenfeld by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Connie Rowland by
Ann Rowland
Mona Sarkar by
Kimberly Miller
Marleigh Schlotfeldt by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Janine Schmeltz by
Judy Hrdlicka
Pam Schott by
Michelle Wilson
Nancy Schrader by
Bonnie Estep
Karen Schreckengost by
Michael & Julia Pasternak
Anna Schrock by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Ann Sebrell by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Sandra Selby by
Lisa Withrow
Diana Selzer by
Tiffany Slovan
Diana, Juliana and Meghan Selzer by
Amanda Hendershot
Ilene Shapiro by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Emma and David Family Fund of Akron 
     Community Foundation
Sandra Kurt
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation 

Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Sandra Shaw by
Margaret Roberts
Mary Shelton by
Ann Duff
Debra Shifrin by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation 
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Kandy Shoaff by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Beth Shook by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Juanita Simpson by
Susan Simpson
Lisa Skomorowski by
Kelsey Skomorowski
Barbara Smith by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Valerie Stutler
Karen Smith by
Colleen R. Tullius
Kristy Smith by
Nicole Farraher
Lisa Chapman Smith by
Michael & Julia Pasternak
Shaleeta Smith by
Shelia Smith
Joseph & Susan Tucker
Katie Smucker by
Ruthie George
Pamela Kiltau
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Holly Smyth by
Evelyn Unger
Cynthia Snider by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Louise Kuhns Harvey
Erin Spring by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Kathy Stafford by
Hugh West
Mary Jane Stanchina by
Anonymous
Karen Starr by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert 
     Family Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation 
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Sharon Stein by
Debra Shifrin
Jody Steiner by
Anonymous



Dannika Stevenson by
Katie Smucker
Goldie Stoller by
Kay Hine
Janice T. Stuart by
Linda J. Tarson
Madeline Stull by
Richard and Alita Rogers Fund of 
     Akron Community Foundation
Valerie Stutler by
Bruce Bailey
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Jennifer Sullivan by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Miralyn Sunseri by
Joyce Erlandson
Chris Svozil by
Colleen R. Tullius
Darlene Swiatkowski by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Dr. Jocelyn Swigger by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Jane Swinehart by 
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Karen Talbott by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Candace Tell by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Debbie Teplitzky by
Debra Shifrin
Gloria Terry by
Kathy Ress
Chris Thomas by
Margaret McDowell Lloyd
Laura Thompson by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Michelle Thompson by
Ann Rowland
Julie Thrash by
Judy Mace
Vicki Trettel by
Valerie McKitrick
Lyn Trier by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Sylvia Trundle by
Kay Hine
Carrianne Tuckley by
Danielle DeAngelis
Colleen Tullius by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation

Lucretia Tyckoski by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Amy Unger by
Evelyn Unger
Katie Unger by
Evelyn Unger
Jane Uzzell by
Emily Cropper
Pam Valentine by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Maureen Van Duser by
Mary Beth Carroll 
Ann Van Eron by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable 
Alexis Van Metre by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Jennifer Van Metre by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Kaitlyn Van Metre by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Marcy Venarge by
Pamela Kiltau
Patricia L. McGee
Dr. Vivian von Gruenigen by
Bonnie Estep
Laura Wallerstein by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Sherri Bevan Walsh by
Tania Nemer
Mary Walton by
Dr. Josephine Weeden
Kristie Warner by
Bronwyn Craven
Susan Watts by
Margaret & David Hunter
Gwen Weber by
Toby Ann Weber
Judy Weber by
Toby Ann Weber
Beth Webster by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Dr. Josephine Weeden & daughters by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Danielle Zampelli Wegner by
Danny Zampelli
Linda Wells by
Sandra Kurt
Barbara Whiddon by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Lynn White by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Susanne Wilhelmy by
Joshua Bane
Bernett Williams by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Kendra Williams by
Roxia Boykin

Michelle Wilson by
Keith Obermeier & Family
Evelyn B. Wisham by
Lorna Wisham
Lorna Wisham by
Mary Beth Carroll
Lisa Withrow by
Rev. Dr. Sandra Selby
Andrea Wojtowicz-Parsons by
Ashley Voss
Women’s Endowment Fund Board & 
Volunteers by
Laura Hnat
Audrey Worthington by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Katie Wright by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Pam Wright by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Shane Wynn by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Lynn Yanke by
Bonnie Estep
Sylvia Yankey by
Ann Amer Brennan
Stephanie York by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Trisha Yost by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Christine Young by
Lisa A. Aurilio
Evelyn Young by
Kimberly Young
Chris Yuhasz by
Ann Amer Brennan
Shireen Riazi Kermani
Pam Zajak by
Holly Harris Bane
Anna Zampelli by
Danny Zampelli
Ashley Zampelli by
Danny Zampelli
Kathy Zampelli by
Danny Zampelli
Bethann Zaveson by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Lindsay Zimmerman by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Laurie Zuckerman by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Judie Frantz

Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert Family 
     Fund of Akron Community 
     Foundation
Heidi Regal
Debra Shifrin
Marilyn Zuckerman by
Judie Frantz
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable

TRIBUTE GRANTS TO:

Akron Community Foundation for:
Rev. Dr. Bob Denton by
Dougherty Family Fund
Ilene Shapiro by
Emma and David Family Fund

Akron Rotary Camp for Children 
with Special Needs for:
Pam Kiltau by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert
     Family Fund

Alzheimer’s Association Greater East 
Ohio Chapter for:
Dorothy Christie by
Katz and Kittens Fund

Greater Akron Musical 
Association for:
Christopher Wilkins by
Sandy and Mark Auburn Fund

National Wheelchair Basketball 
Association for:
Will Waller by
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert 
     Family Fund

OPEN M for:
Steve & Tina Dimengo by
Rebecca D. and William H. Considine 
     Family Fund

Portage Path Behavioral Health for:
Bob Cooper by
Rebecca D. and William H. Considine 
     Family Fund

Stewart’s Caring Place for:
Molly Oldham by
Elise’s Corner Fund

The University of Akron 
Foundation for:
David B. Baker, Ph.D., by
Rebecca D. and William H. Considine 
     Family Fund
Coach Stu Parry by
Rebecca D. and William H. Considine 
     Family Fund
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Learn more about ways you can maximize your tax savings before the end of the year at 
www.akroncf.org/YearEnd.
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Thank you for an incredible year of giving!

The Signal

Look for The Signal Wish Book in early 2023 and help fund the most pressing needs for 50 of our community’s vital 
nonpro�ts. From helping to purchase computers to providing shoes for children to purchasing bunk beds for a
homeless shelter, your ful�llment of these wishes will make an immediate impact in our community. 
With your help, we hope to ful�ll every wish on the list – nearly $250,000 in requests! 

Wish
Book


