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are works by talented local artists, including this photograph by 
Donald E. Peoples titled “Capital of Rubber Series: Goodyear #2.” 
For information about the artists we feature, contact  
Chris Miller at cmiller@akroncf.org or 330-436-5627.

Seen on Cedar Street



Magazine Staff
Tracy Burt  Editor
Kristen Ashby  Copy Editor
Arielle Steffen  Contributor
Chris Miller  Contributor
Delinda Herman  Editorial Assistant
Ryan Humbert  Designer

Board
Sylvia Trundle Chair
Marty Hauser Vice Chair 
     & Community Relations Chair
J. Bret Treier Secretary
Jim Pickard Treasurer & Finance Chair
Doug Kuczynski Community  
     Investment Chair
Katie Smucker Governance Chair
Richard C. Fedorovich Immediate Past Chair
Whitt Butler
Theresa Carter
Tracy Carter
Carla Chapman
Robert Cooper
Claudia Diaz-Singer
Kimberly Haws Falasco
Bennett Gaines
Jody Miller Konstand
Shefali Mahesh, M.D., MBA
Ernest Pouttu
Steven P. Schmidt, Ph.D.
Ilene Shapiro
F. William Steere
Dr. Rachel Talton
Keeven White
Mike Zeleznik

Cover Photos Shane Wynn

We Strive For Accuracy 
If you discover an error in this 
publication, please contact
kashby@akroncf.org 
or 330-436-5618

Address Changes
dherman@akroncf.org
330-436-5613

2  From Our President & CEO
3  From You
4  2021 Financial Statement
5  By The Numbers 

6  New To Our Family
From nonprofits to CEOs, meet the 19 
new fundholders who are supporting the 
community through charitable funds

8  Creating A Welcoming 
New Home
How local nonprofits are helping 
resettled residents through partnerships 
and philanthropy

12  Funds & Initiatives
Grants, fundraisers and more: The latest 
from Akron Community Foundation’s 
seven affiliate funds

The Signal is published twice a year by 
Akron Community Foundation, 
345 W. Cedar St., Akron, OH 44307. 
All rights are reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part 
without written permission is prohibited. A digital copy is 
available online at www.akroncf.org/Publications.

An Akron Community Foundation Magazine
The Signal

14  A History Of Polsky
The stories of the 58 Bert A. Polsky  
Humanitarian Award recipients provide 
insight into our community’s history

16  Noteworthy
News from our board members, staff and 
fundholders

18  Leave Your Legacy
Members of the Edwin C. Shaw Society 
ensure their charitable legacies live on long 
after they’re gone

20  In Memoriam
22  In Honor

IN THIS ISSUE

ISSUE 11 / FALL 2021

SYLVIA TRUNDLE, JOHN T. PETURES JR. AND DAVE LIEBERTH  
PRESENTING THE POLSKY RETROSPECTIVE



In late September, former Akron Community Foundation board 
member and fundholder Virginia Addicott graciously hosted a 
reception at her beautiful home for current and past board 
members of the community foundation. How excited we were at 
the prospect of coming together in person as a leadership group 
for the first time in nearly two years. I know you’ll join me in 
anticipating the hope and promise of a safer and healthier 
post-pandemic environment, but it still seems too early to 
speculate on what the “new normal” will look like in our personal 
and professional lives. I can report, however, that our gathering on 
a beautiful fall evening was filled with laughter, stories of growing 
families, reflections on past achievements, and honest-to-goodness 
happiness at seeing friends and colleagues who have been part  
of the fabric of our lives. Thank you, Virginia, for opening  
your home to us.

Moving forward, our community continues to rebound and 
rally in addressing ongoing challenges surrounding addiction, 
homelessness and evictions, racism and more. Collectively, we’re 
also determining how to best embrace and support the refugees 
from Afghanistan who will resettle here in Akron and Summit 
County. This community has a proud history of welcoming 
immigrants, especially in the North Hill neighborhood, and as new 
needs emerge, Akron Community Foundation is prepared to help 
our nonprofit community address these challenges through the 

generous philanthropy of our donors and fundholders, whose 
gifts continue to touch and uplift the lives of those who need 
help the most.    

As 2021 draws to a close, our board and staff are actively engaged 
in developing the community foundation’s next strategic plan, 
which will include exciting next steps and resources surrounding 
The Center for Family Philanthropy. One of the significant 
possibilities that attracted me to this role of CEO back in 2008 was 
the opportunity to teach philanthropy to current and prospective 
donors and their families – something I had not been able to do in 
my previous senior development roles. 

Today, we continue to work with multiple generations of families 
who are excited to create their own philanthropic legacies while 
also engaging their children and grandchildren, regardless of 
whether they plan to remain here in our community or pursue lives 
and careers in other places. The spirit of giving back transcends a 
single community, and we’re confident that our work in promoting 
philanthropy through the generations will lift the tide of all ships 
from sea to shining sea. That was pretty poetic, wasn’t it?

Here’s to a safe and healthy conclusion of 2021 for you and your 
family, as well as prayers for joy, laughter and reconnection with 
those you care about in 2022 and beyond.

By John T. Petures Jr. 
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT & CEO



Crafty Mart 
@CraftyMart 
Thank you to @AkronCF for their 
continued support of Crafty Mart. 
Because of their generosity, we are able 
to provide a permanent and sustainable 
event space where makers can sell, learn 
and attend workshops. #grateful

Victim Assistance Program 
of Summit County 
@victimassistanceprogram
Special thank you to Akron Community 
Foundation for helping us fulfill our 
mission to empower our community to 
restore lives impacted by crisis, violence 
and tragedy. We see the impact of your 
generosity each day as we provide best 
practice services to those in need!

The Packard Institute Inc.
@ThePackardInstituteInc  
Deep thanks to Akron Community 
Foundation for supporting The 
Packard Institute’s Indigenous Healing 
and Recovery Center. Our next 
sweatlodge at The Emma Recovery 
Residence of The Packard Institute Inc. 
is tomorrow, as we are able to continue 
outreach to underserved, indigenous 
and other minority communities. 

Leadership Influencing 
Teen Empowerment 
@liteusa 
LITE is incredibly grateful to Akron 
Community Foundation for their 
support. This grant will help us continue 
to provide leadership development and 
emotional intelligence training to area 
high school and middle school students. 
Thank you!!!

SOCIAL SHOUTOUTS
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From You

John (Petures), I just had the pleasure of viewing the 
2021 Akron Community Foundation Annual Meeting 
Report. What a fantastic presentation and what a great 
year! Congratulations to you and all those involved 
in making 2021 a record year in all respects for ACF. 
We’re all proud of what you have accomplished for the 
foundation and owe you a debt of gratitude!
John Shannon 
ACF Fundholder

Thank you for Akron Community Foundation’s 
additional support of the Greater Akron LGBTQ+ 
Community Needs Assessment. You and your team are 
making a positive impact and helping improve the 
day-to-day lives of our local LGBTQ+ community.
Sonia A. Alemagno, Ph.D. 
Kent State University

This (Polsky) retrospective was a brilliant idea. Bravo  
to the planners. This great community was bought by 
the relentless efforts of so many great people that  
came before us.
Dan Flowers
Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank

John (Petures), what a beautiful (Polsky) program. 
Thank you especially for the precious words about Dad 
(Charlie Booth). Still miss him. Also, glad the symphony 
could be a part of the program. This was a brilliant 
idea, superbly implemented. 
Kathy Booth
ACF Fundholder

Grateful for ACF and the community’s appreciation 
of our amazing local history. And especially Dave 
(Lieberth) and his collection and presentation of local 
history and the people who made it happen.
Leianne Neff Heppner
Summit County Historical Society

As we all re-emerge from the “long tunnel,” we are very 
grateful to Akron Community Foundation for your  
continuing support of GroundWorks. The company 
is truly looking forward to finally being back on stage 
at the Heinz Poll Summer Dance Festival this August. 
Thank you for helping us get there! 
David Shimotakahara 
GroundWorks DanceTheater
 

Talk To Us!  Do you have a note of appreciation you’d like to share? Perhaps a photo of the good work our grantees and fundholders are doing in the community? Send it to Delinda 
Herman, Development & Marketing Assistant, Akron Community Foundation, 345 W. Cedar St., Akron, OH 44307 or dherman@akroncf.org. Submissions may be edited for length and clarity.

 

&
FORTH

BACK
GROUNDWORKS DANCETHEATER
PHOTO BY DALE DONG
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COMPARATIVE 
SUMMARY
STATEMENT OF 
FINANCIAL
POSITION

The following is the audited financial statement for Akron Community 
Foundation’s fiscal year ending March 31, 2021. ACF is audited on  
an annual basis by Sikich LLP. More information is available at  
www.akroncf.org/Financialswww.akroncf.org/Financials.

ASSETS         2021    2020    
Cash and cash equivalents     $441    $244
Contributions receivable, net     $130    $193     
Prepaid expenses      $98    $100     
Note receivable       $468    $590    
Property and equipment, net     $3,108    $2,944
Accrued investment income     $247    $263
Cash surrender value of life insurance    $39    $40     
Investments       $223,825   $162,076  
Funds held as agency endowment obligations   $32,214    $22,666   
Beneficial interest in perpetual trusts    $12,968    $9,740    
Real property held for investment     $552    $552    
Total Assets       $274,090   $199,409    
 
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS  
Liabilities:  
    Grants approved for future payment   $1,037    $708   
    Accounts payable and other liabilities   $675    $596     
    Funds held as agency endowment obligations  $32,214    $22,666    
        Total Liabilities     $33,926    $23,970   
Net assets:   
    Without donor restriction     $125,628   $90,845   
    With donor restriction     $114,537   $84,594   
        Total Net Assets     $240,164   $175,439    
Total Liabilities and Net Assets     $274,090   $199,409    
 
REVENUES AND OTHER SUPPORT     
Contributions        $22,402    $11,760
Investment income, net      $7,131    $4,525
Net appreciation (depreciation) on investments   $65,697    ($20,841)
Change in beneficial interest in perpetual trusts   $3,228    ($1,446) 
Less amounts for agency endowments:
 Contributions      ($1,664)    ($1,007) 
 Investment income     ($803)    ($390)    
 Net appreciation (depreciation) on investments   ($8,008)    $2,465    
Total Revenues and Other Support    $87,983    ($4,934)     
  
EXPENSES  
Grants and other distributions     $20,755    $11,621
Administrative expenses      $3,130    $3,101   
Less amounts for agency endowments:  
    Grants and other distributions    ($628)    ($1,132)    
Total Expenses       $23,257    $13,590   
Increase (decrease) in net assets     $64,725    ($18,524)   
Net assets, beginning of year     $175,439   $193,963   
Net Assets, End of Year      $240,164   $175,439    
    

In Thousands

2021 Financial Statement
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N U M B E R S
By The ACF:

During the fiscal year ending March 31, 2021, we achieved:

750+ 

For a full list of donors, visit www.akroncf.org/Donors.

MILLION 
IN ASSETS

$283.5

Thank you for an incredible year of giving!

gifts totaling nearly

$22.4 Million
in total grants and distributions

$6
million in 

COVID-19 funding

$22.1 million

6,747
AS OF JUNE 30, 2021

total 
funds52

NEW FUNDS
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During the first half of fiscal year 2022 (April 1 – Sept. 30, 2021), we were pleased to welcome 19 new funds 
established by charitable individuals, families and organizations throughout Greater Akron.

NEW
FUNDS

New To Our Family

6
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Donor-Advised Funds
Barsella Family Fund
Dawley Family Fund
Pamela and Neal Marks Family Fund
Danielle and Chris Miller Family Fund 
The J.M. Smucker Company Advised Fund
The J.M. Smucker Company Mental Health Initiative Fund
Christopher and Tracy Soulsby Donor Advised Fund
Jean P. Wade Fund
M.A. Watkins Fund
Weschler Family Fund
Tawnia Wright Legacy Fund

Designated Funds
Stewart’s Caring Place Legacy Fund
TLC Jeremiah 29:11 Fund 
     Established to support the scholarship program 
     at the Akron Urban League

Agency Endowment Funds
Akron Snow Angels Endowment Fund
audiochuck Endowment Fund 
     Established to support the Porchlight Project, which provides 
     media attention, investigative services, and funding for 
     DNA testing for Ohio cold cases
Girls on the Run Northeast Ohio Endowment Fund
International Soap Box Derby Endowment Fund

Scholarship Funds
Coach Terry Ross Achievement Scholarship Fund
     Established to provide scholarships for previous years’ football 
     recipients of the Black Tiger Gridiron Alumni Club Scholarship Fund

Field-of-Interest Funds
Summit County Opioid Healing Fund
     Established to support nonprofit organizations that serve  
     Summit County residents impacted by the opioid epidemic

 

6 TYPES OF FUNDS
Professional Advisor Partners 

Thank you to the following accountants, attorneys 
and financial advisors for helping their clients  
achieve their charitable goals with a fund at  
Akron Community Foundation from April 1  
to Sept. 30, 2021:

Jennifer Lile Krugliak, Wilkins, 
Griffiths & Dougherty Co. LPA 

Are you an advisor? Learn how we can assist 
you at www.akroncf.org/Advisors.

DO IT YOURSELF
Donor-Advised Funds
A great private foundation 
alternative – you choose the grants

Designated Funds
Support one or more of 
your favorite organizations

Agency Endowment Funds
A predictable stream of income 
for your nonprofit

DO IT WITH HELP
Scholarship Funds
Fund students’ education in your 
or a loved one’s name

Field-of-Interest Funds
Permanently advance a cause or causes 
you’re passionate about

Board Discretionary Funds
Meet the community’s 
ever-changing needs

Permanently endowed funds

THE JEAN P.
WADE FUND
Established in June 2021 by Dedee O’Neil, the Jean P. Wade 
Fund honors the legacy of Dedee’s husband, Rory, and her 
mother-in-law, Jeannie. This donor-advised fund was created 
through the conversion of a private foundation the family had 
been administering since the early 1990s. 

After navigating the many legal hassles associated with  
transferring control of the foundation following Rory’s death in 
2020, Dedee wanted to ensure it would one day pass seamlessly 
to their two adult daughters, Shannon and Megan.

“I was convinced this was a wonderful solution,” Dedee said. 
“This small fund will now have ACF’s team of investment  
advisors, I won’t have to worry about timely filings with the  
various government entities, and it will transfer smoothly to  
the next generation to continue making grants.”

Just like the original private foundation, this donor-advised 
fund will carry on Jeannie’s and Rory’s legacy of giving back to 
the community and continue to support many of their favorite 
causes, including the arts and education.

Learn more about the services available to private family  
foundations through The Center for Family Philanthropy at 
www.akroncf.org/PFFpartnerships.

THE O’NEIL FAMILY



HOME

When the United States pulled out of a 20-year occupation of 
Afghanistan this summer, it triggered a humanitarian crisis that 
displaced more than 550,000 Afghans, nearly 1,000 of whom will 
resettle in Ohio. Around 200 Afghan refugees are expected to 
arrive in Akron. 
 
While there is often a misperception that resettled immigrants 
and refugees are showered with government assistance, the 
truth is that debt – along with strict pending deadlines – accrues 
as soon as the plane lands.

“When someone gets off the airplane, they have 90 days to get 
settled in a completely new country and under completely new 
circumstances, from housing to finding a job,” said Elaine Tso, 
chief executive officer of Asian Services In Action (ASIA) Inc. 
“They have such a tiny amount of time.” 
 
“The federal resettlement program does provide direct  
assistance to refugees, but when they arrive, they already have a 
debt to the U.S. government to pay back their cost of the flight,” 
said Madhu Sharma, executive director and director of  
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Local Nonprofits Help Resettled Residents 
                            Through Partnerships, Philanthropy

By Chris Miller
Communications & 

Community Investment Officer

Creating A Welcoming New
Community Issue
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immigration legal services for the  
International Institute of Akron (IIA), a 
resettlement agency in Akron’s North Hill 
neighborhood that has been in operation 
for more than 100 years.  
 
“The direct assistance they receive is 
nominal, and it’s supposed to last 90 days” 
to cover basic necessities, Sharma said, 
adding that the need for these types of 
services for refugees and immigrants can 
easily extend to five years or more.  
“Usually, IIA helps them secure  
employment, but we have to teach them 
basic life skills and language skills. It’s a 
difficult beginning in the United States, 
but we’re here to soften that.” 
 
Sharma adds that the International 
Institute offers a robust immigration and 
legal services department, perhaps the 
most robust of any resettlement agency 
in Ohio. 
 
“This is a population that is the most 
courageous because they are stepping 
out of everything that is known to them,” 
said Koula Glaros-King, staff attorney at 
Community Legal Aid and the nonprofit’s 
only full-time immigration attorney.  
“The courage to leave for them is  
extraordinary. Every immigrant brings 
their own survivor skill set.” 
 
While ASIA Inc. does not directly  
provide help with resettlement, its range 
of services is crucial to immigrants and 
refugees. But little for refugees comes 
free. “It’s not like they get a blank check,” 
said Tso.  
 
ASIA Inc. does provide refugee health 
screenings to brand new arrivals, Tso said, 
but she points out that these services  
benefit the health of the community, too. 
“We are one of the community health 
centers that provides (refugees) with 
vaccines, a general exam for a clean bill 

of health, and making sure they have a 
medical home. We also help them find 
a longer-term solution for employment 
needs,” Tso added, along with emergency 
food services and citizenship classes.  
 
And the agency’s language classes go 
beyond just teaching words and phrases: 
Hygiene, etiquette, cultural knowledge, 
and civic assistance are also focal points of 
the programming. 
 
OBSTACLES AND CHALLENGES 
Once basic needs are met for people  
resettling in Northeast Ohio, the  
challenges continue in other areas, such  
as navigating the health care and legal  
systems and gaining sustained  
employment.  
 
In Tso’s estimation, the top challenges are 
“learning a language, being able to get 
from place to place, and navigating public 
transportation.” And equally important is 
the cultural adjustment.  
 

“When people resettle, sometimes they’re 
coming from war-torn countries or  
communities where police and military 
are not comfortable faces to see,” she said. 
“Sometimes community members are less 
comfortable around police and even have 
an unwillingness to call the police in the 
event of a crime.”  
 
But, she says, developments like the Ak-
ron and Cuyahoga Falls police  
departments hiring their first Bhutanese 
police officers will hopefully sway this 
perspective in a more positive direction. 
 
“Not speaking the language itself creates 
an economic barrier,” said Sharma, who 
adds that IIA addresses this obstacle and 
others through its case management 
services, in addition to teaching job and 
life skills. “The barriers are the same that 
many Americans face, but then you add to 
that the lack of cultural knowledge,  
lack of cultural access, lack of cultural  
empowerment, and systemic and  
community racial barriers that exist. But 
refugees have already been through so 
much; they’re resilient and they will  
overcome.”  
 
Sharma said the goal is for those who 
resettle to embrace American culture, 
while also retaining their personal and 
cultural identity. “But that takes so much 
time – much longer than the 90 days the 
government provides for case  
management,” she said. 
 
Health disparities in the refugee and 
immigrant communities continue to be a 
pervasive issue, especially in the areas of 
addiction and mental health.  
 
“A lot of (refugees) have complicated,  
traumatic histories,” said Tso. “The kind 
of behavioral health we provide is not 
only culturally sensitive, but it’s trauma 
informed.”
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“This is a  
population that  
is the most  
courageous  
because they are  
stepping out of  
everything that is 
known to them.”
KOULA GLAROS-KING 
STAFF ATTORNEY, 
COMMUNITY LEGAL AID



Although there is a stigma around  
mental health in the U.S., it’s significantly 
greater in resettled communities, Tso 
said, adding that mental health is so 
stigmatized in some of the communities 
they serve that there isn’t even a word for 
behavioral health. 
 
One specific challenge for people  
arriving from Afghanistan is that they are  
resettling under a system the federal 
government is still piecing together. 
Deep cuts to the resettlement program in 
recent years have placed pressure on an 
already strained system.  
 
“The federal government has not set up 
a pathway to U.S. citizenship for people 
coming here from Afghanistan,” said  
Sharma. “They’re still stuck in a legal limbo 
in this country, and that’s dangerous.” 
 
According to an NPR report, around 
53,000 Afghans are living in U.S. military 
bases – with 14,000 more soon to arrive 
– as they await basic services like housing, 
as well as collaboration from agencies  
like IIA.  
 
And unlike previous resettlement  
programs, in which Northeast Ohio was 
the second wave after people lived in  
refugee camps for years, this area will now 
be the first stop for people resettling from 
Afghanistan.  
 
“I think it’s going to take more time, and 
we’re going to learn about the barriers,” 
said Sharma. 
 
ROLE OF PARTNERSHIPS  
Summit County’s many nonprofits that 
serve the international community must 
often rely on one another to make sure 
clients’ needs are fully met. These  
partnerships emerge from necessity or, in 
other instances, when one agency steps in 

to help because funding may be restricted 
for another.  
 
“Sometimes the projects are specific and 
have specific funding,” said Glaros-King. 
“In the past, we have been part of  
naturalization funding that is available. 
We have partnered on domestic violence 
cases, as well. We’ve done presentations 
to the communities that those  
organizations serve – everything from 
identity theft to housing protections to 
IRS frauds. These are issues that have 
popped up in the communities.” 
 
While partners like Akron Public Schools 
and local government agencies are crucial to 
the International Institute’s success,  
Sharma says that community organizations 
formed by fellow refugees and immigrants 
are especially valuable. These groups 
provide a friendly face for those who have 
recently arrived in the area. “It’s someone 
from home in Akron who’s greeting them,” 
Sharma said. “More than any community 

partners, it is the ethnic community orga-
nizations that start to develop from waves 
of refugees that we partner with closely.” 
 
This includes organizations like the  
Bhutanese Community Association of  
Akron, Congolese Community  
Association, Karen Community of Akron 
and Proyecto RAICES, among a number of 
other associations. The Islamic Society of 
Akron and Kent is another community-led 
organization that will be pivotal for  
resettling Afghan refugees, Sharma said.  
 
ROLE OF PHILANTHROPY  
While the federal government provides 
some services for the initial resettlement 
of refugees and immigrants, many  
agencies must rely on donations, grants 
and other forms of assistance for  
long-term supportive services.  
 
“(Philanthropy) makes us able to be 
inclusive,” Sharma said. “We would not 
have sustained for 106 years if we were 
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Community Issue (Cont.)

ASIA INC., LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN AKRON, OFFERS A NUMBER OF SERVICES FOR RESETTLED  
REFUGEES AND IMMIGRANTS, INCLUDING HEALTH SCREENINGS, JOB PLACEMENTS, AND  
CITIZENSHIP AND LANGUAGE CLASSES.



restricted in serving the way the state and 
U.S. government asked us to serve.” 
 
“Philanthropy can certainly be a place 
where there’s an investment in the newly 
arrived community,” said Tso. “Immigrants 
and refugees bring economic vibrancy to a 
community if philanthropy has the  
opportunity to invest. For example,  
we have a microloan program to help 
immigrants and refugees with startup 
businesses. That’s a huge boon to the 
community. They typically don’t have the 
long-term credit history to get loans from 
the bank. Through microenterprises, we’re 
able to give them a small loan and make 
sure they can repay the 
loan while establishing 
their business.” 
 
Many new residents also 
lack the financial  
resources needed for  
immigration filing fees, 
said Glaros-King. She adds 
that while some of the 
filing fees are waivable 
based on income of the 
applicant and their  
financial status, a lot of 
them are not, especially 
counselor fees.  
 
If someone wants to apply 
for the immigration of an immediate  
family member, it can cost them thousands 
of dollars per person. And sometimes 
these fees are the only thing standing in 
the way of people trying to attain legal 
status. “I’ve had a lot of people put off 
replacing documents because of financial  
limitations,” Glaros-King said.  
 
Another pressing issue for this  
population is translation services.  
Translating paperwork often requires 
resources local nonprofits don’t have.  

“A lot of clients who are eligible to take the 
(naturalization) test in their own language 
don’t have materials in their own language 
to study,” Glaros-King said. 
 
Immigrants and refugees also encounter 
costly medical expenses and barriers to 
transportation. Glaros-King said she’s 
heard of people paying someone as much  
as $100 to drive them to Cleveland for a 
simple appointment.  
 
“They pay that money to get to a medical 
appointment. They also pay them to help 
fill out forms, but that person is often not 
authorized to do that,” she said. “They 

might have a notary seal, 
but they don’t have a  
legal education in  
the U.S.”  
 
She added that  
people only have one  
immigration file, “and if 
there’s a mistake, they 
have to live with  
them forever. The  
consequences can  
be devastating.”  
 
As the agencies who  
participated in this  
article attest, there is 
an immense need for 

resources to help resettled residents in 
Greater Akron. If you would like to  
volunteer or make a direct donation, 
Akron Community Foundation can help 
connect you to the causes you care 
about most.  
 
Contact John Garofalo, vice president  
of community investment, at  
330-436-5624 or jgarofalo@akroncf.org 
for more information. 
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Sometimes, partnerships that help  
refugees and immigrants arise from 
tragedy. 
 
Recently, in Akron’s North Hill  
neighborhood, a house fire took the lives 
of two adults and three children, all from 
the Bhutanese community.  
 
“They did not have complete knowledge 
about the fire safety services available to 
Akron residents at no cost,” said Elaine 
Tso, chief executive officer of Asian  
Services In Action (ASIA) Inc., referring  
to a program where the Akron Fire  
Department will install smoke  
detectors for free in residents’ homes.  
“Unfortunately, this family didn’t  
understand these protocols.”  
 
This terrible event inspired a partnership 
among the fire department, ASIA Inc.,  
and a home improvement store,  
which donated $10,000 worth of fire  
extinguishers, rope ladders and  
carbon monoxide detectors.  
 
Now, this life-saving equipment will be 
installed in the homes of resettled  
residents, and ASIA Inc. can provide  
the direct referrals.  
 
“It’s an example of a partnership that can 
turn a tragedy into something positive,” 
Tso said.

LIFE-SAVING
PARTNERSHIPS

MADHU SHARMA,  
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE  
OF AKRON PHOTO BY DALE DONG



Proceeds from the tour support the fund’s mission of advancing a 
lived equality for all LGBTQ+ people in Greater Akron.

The Gay Community Endowment Fund will award its next round 
of impact grants this winter. Strong preference will be given to 
programs that create safer environments for LGBTQ+ youth, 
combat phobias of the LGBTQ+ community, and support mental 
health and suicide prevention programs for LGBTQ+ people. 
Applications for both impact grants and micro grants are due 
Dec. 15. For more information, visit www.akroncf.org/ApplyGCEF.

MEDINA COUNTY COMMUNITY FUND
In June, the Medina County Community Fund awarded $33,000 in 
grants to nonprofits that support local causes that enrich the quality 
of life for all Medina County residents. These grants and other 
annual updates were announced this summer in a digital report to 
the community. To view the report, visit 
www.akroncf.org/MCCF2021AnnualUpdate. 

On Sept. 23, the Medina County Arts Council hosted its annual 
Harvest for the Arts and Service to the Arts Awards at the Buffalo 
Creek Retreat in Seville. During this event, Medina County 
Community Fund advisory board member Jill Morton was 
recognized with the Service to the Arts – Volunteer & Philanthropist 
Award for her more than eight years of service to the organization. 
Congratulations, Jill!

BATH COMMUNITY FUND
Supporters of Bath Community Fund gathered at the Regal  
Beagle in the Bath Nature Preserve in August to celebrate the fund 
reaching $1 million. As the endowment grows, Bath Community 
Fund is able to increase its annual grantmaking to nonprofits serving 
the Bath and Revere communities. Included among the guests was 
Victory Gallop’s therapeutic pony, Willie Nelson, who was on hand 
to greet attendees and pose for photos. Congratulations to all for 
this momentous accomplishment!

Bath Community Fund will announce its latest grants in December, 
bringing the fund’s total grantmaking to more than $150,000 since 
it was created in 2014. For a complete list of recipients, visit  
www.akroncf.org/BCFgrants.

GAY COMMUNITY ENDOWMENT FUND
In September, the Gay Community Endowment Fund surpassed  
$2 million in charitable assets, a fitting achievement for the fund’s 
20th anniversary in 2021. This milestone year will culminate 
in December with the fund’s 20th annual Sugar Plum Tour of 
Holiday Homes, which showcases the area’s finest historic and 
contemporary homes, all decked out for the holidays. This year’s 
festivities include both live and virtual tours, with the live tour 
taking place on Sunday, Dec. 5, and the virtual tour taking place the 
weekend of Dec. 11-12. Tickets are $35 and can be purchased at 
www.sugarplumtour.org. 

FUNDS&INITIATIVES
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HOME FEATURED ON THE GAY  
COMMUNITY ENDOWMENT FUND’S  
2020 SUGAR PLUM TOUR
PHOTO BY STARR FILMS LLC



MEDINA COUNTY WOMEN’S 
ENDOWMENT FUND 
This summer, the Medina County Women’s 
Endowment Fund awarded $25,800 in 
grants to nine nonprofit organizations 
that improve the lives of Medina County’s 
women and children. This year’s round 
of grants represents the largest amount 
awarded in a single year in the Medina 
County Women’s Endowment Fund’s 23-
year history. Since its inception, the fund 
has awarded more than $244,000 in grants 
to support local women and children. Fund 
officials announced this year’s grant awards 
during their signature event, Seasons of 
Giving, which was hosted virtually on June 
10. For a complete list of grant recipients, 
visit www.akroncf.org/MCWEFGrants.

MILLENNIUM FUND FOR CHILDREN
A partnership between Akron Community 
Foundation and the Akron Beacon Journal/
Beaconjournal.com, the Millennium Fund 
for Children enriches the lives of children 
throughout the newspaper’s audience 
coverage area. Since 1999, the fund has 
grown to more than $1.3 million and 
invested more than $850,000 into local 
children’s causes. Gifts from individual 
residents and corporations alike help 
fuel this growth, including the more than 
$50,000 in gifts made last year. 
See the full list of donors at 
www.akroncf.org/MillenniumDonors. 

The Millennium Fund will announce its 
latest grants in December. For a 
complete list of recipients, visit 
www.akroncf.org/MillenniumGrants.

VERNON L. ODOM FUND
As president of the Akron Urban League for 
nearly 30 years, Vernon Odom spent much 
of his career improving the lives of Akron’s 
minority communities through education, 
advocacy and mentoring. Since 1993, the 
Vernon L. Odom Fund has continued his 
legacy by investing more than $200,000 into 
local programs that promote diversity and 
support ethnic and racial harmony. 
Applications for the next round of 
grants are due Dec. 15. Apply online at 
www.akroncf.org/ApplyOdom.

WOMEN’S ENDOWMENT FUND
On Sept. 23, the Women’s Endowment Fund 
virtually convened a group of nearly 100 
community leaders and industry experts 
to discuss mental health and the pandemic 
during its biennial forum on women and 
girls. Results from these discussions will 
help to strategically guide the fund’s 
grantmaking decisions.

The Women’s Endowment Fund will also 
host its 2022 “For Women, Forever” annual 
dinner on March 9 at Goodyear Hall at The 
East End. This year’s keynote address will 
be delivered by Ernst & Young Vice Chair 
and U.S.-Central Region Managing Partner 
Julie Boland. During the event, the fund 
will also honor Dr. Sandy Auburn, retired 
philanthropic development professional and 
active community volunteer, with the 2022 
Judith A. Read Tribute Award for Service 
& Advocacy for Women. For more 
information, visit 
www.akroncf.org/ForWomenForever. 
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BATH COMMUNITY FUND ADVISORY BOARD 
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JILL MORTON

MCCF GRANTEE FOREVER AMBER 
ACRES ANIMAL SANCTUARY
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Since 1969, 58 Akronites have received the Bert A. Polsky 
Humanitarian Award, eponymously named for the man who 
was as known for giving back to the community as he was for his 
department store.

Mr. Polsky played a significant role in many of the initiatives and 
organizations that have helped our community 
thrive, including Akron Community Foundation, 
of which he was a founding trustee.

So it seems fitting that those who have been 
bestowed with this award are themselves a 
veritable who’s who of Akron and Summit 
County’s more recent history. Recipients 
include titans of the rubber industry like 
Jerry O’Neil and Bob Mercer; public servants 
such as William Kannel, Dorothy O. Jackson 
and Carla Moore; physicians and health care 
executives like William Considine and Dr. Terry 
Gordon; and newspaper editors responsible for 
documenting our community’s stories such as 
John S. Knight and Ben Maidenburg.

Through grants provided by Akron Community Foundation over the 
years, local historian Dave Lieberth has captured the stories of more 
than half of these Polsky honorees, providing our community with 
vital historical accounts from the post-World War II era.  

The full-length videos of these interviews – as well as many other 
historical documents, videos and photos – are stored at  
www.summitmemory.org, an online repository for history 
collections in Summit County that is administered by the  
Akron-Summit County Public Library.

In lieu of hosting a traditional in-person 
gathering this year due to health and safety 
concerns, Akron Community Foundation 
worked with Lieberth to create a virtual 
retrospective on the history of philanthropy 
in our community, told through the 
generosity and good works of these past 
honorees. This retrospective presentation 
was shown during a live-streamed event 
on Tuesday, Oct. 12, where guests heard 
about the lives of these humanitarians from 
Akron Community Foundation President 
and CEO John T. Petures Jr. and Board Chair 
Sylvia Trundle, as well as from the lips of the 
recipients themselves.

For those unable to attend the virtual event, we’ve made 
the recording of the full Bert A. Polsky Humanitarian Award 
Retrospective available for viewing at  
www.akroncf.org/Polsky2021.

2019 – Dave Lieberth
2018 – Thomas G. Knoll
2017 – The Honorable Carla Moore
2016 – Jim & Vanita Oelschlager
2015 – Joe Kanfer
2014 – Rennick Andreoli
2013 – H. Peter & Eileen Burg
2012 – Dr. Terry A. Gordon
2011 – William H. Considine
2010 – Kathryn Motz Hunter
2009 – Madeline Bozzelli
2008 – Bud & Susie Rogers
2007 – Philip H. Maynard
2006 – Dr. Ronald J. Fowler
2005 – Betty Dalton
2004 – Justin T. Rogers
2003 – Charles E. Booth
2002 – Roger T. Read

2001 – Clifford & Judith Isroff
2000 – Ann Amer Brennan
1999 – John F. Seiberling
1998 – Dorothy O. Jackson
1997 – Dr. Norman P. Auburn
1996 – Howard L. Flood
1995 – John D. Ong
1994 – Bruce F. Rothmann, M.D.
1993 – William S. Parry (Posthumous)
1993 – The Honorable William P. Kannel
1992 – Karl S. Hay
1991 – Robert E. Mercer
1990 – C. Colmery Gibson
1988 – Dr. Clinton D. Barrett
1987 – Fred & Francia Albrecht
1986 – William G. Hulbert
1985 – Charles J. Pilliod
1984 – Leo E. Dugan

1983 – William C. Zekan
1982 – Vernon L. Odom Sr.
1981 – Frank W. Steere Jr.
1980 – John L. Feudner Jr.
1979 – M.G. O’Neil
1978 – Lisle M. Buckingham
1977 – D. Bruce Mansfield
1976 – Edwin J. Thomas
1976 – Ben Maidenburg
1975 – John S. Knight
1974 – John D. Morley, M.D., M.P.H.
1973 – Joseph Thomas
1972 – Belle K. Miller
1971 – W.B. “Bish” McIntosh
1970 – Grace O’Neil
1969 – Sherman O. & Mary  

              Schumacher

BERT A. POLSKY HUMANITARIAN AWARD RECIPIENTS

PolskyA HISTORY OF 

BERT A. POLSKY
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An Ode to Humanitarians
By John T. Petures Jr. 

Imagine capturing the history of an award
That has celebrated our community’s best
Let’s reflect for a moment on the giants we’ve honored 
Who stand out and above all of the rest
 
For decades we’ve gathered and marveled 
At how wonderfully they’ve all given back
Their leadership, character and generosity chronicled
Their impact impossible to track 
 
Life’s choices and journeys brought them here to this place      
They’ve made such a difference, it’s true
Unselfishly leaving lasting marks on our town 
Never imagining we’d be remembering them, too
 
They made it look easy, without giving it much thought 
Giving back, or at least that’s how we all feel 
With admiration and gratitude we honor them tonight   
And to our community, it’s meant a great deal
 
Looking back to 1969, there have been 58 Polsky awards  
With names that obviously ring a bell
Odom, Buckingham, Seiberling and Knight 
Whose life stories we’ve been eager to tell
 
More recently we’ve honored and lost some of our finest
Fond memories that bring them to mind  
Hunter, Dalton, Burg, Booth and Maynard  
In the Polsky tradition all humble and kind 
 
“Servant leader” best describes how thoughtfully they lived
Humanely giving back, helping others
Never really knowing or meeting those they touched   
Young children, homeless vets, struggling mothers
 
A Polsky retrospective, after a year like no other 
Should help to uplift and inspire 
How will we embody these lives so well lived
And be filled with such hope and desire
 
Desire to contribute of our time and our treasure  
Their examples we model and borrow
Let’s promise today to follow their lead 
And bring hope and promise for tomorrow

PHOTO BY MEDIA ARTS GROUP

PHOTO BY LEW STAMP

PHOTO BY BRUCE FORD

PHOTO BY SHANE WYNN
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ACF AWARDS NEARLY $350K IN FIRST  
ROUND OF OPIOID HEALING FUNDS 
In September, Akron Community Foundation’s board of directors 
approved 16 grants totaling $341,485 to nonprofit organizations 
supporting Summit County residents directly impacted by the 
opioid epidemic. This was the first round 
of grants from the Summit County  
Opioid Healing Fund, which was  
established earlier this summer by the 
Opiate Abatement Advisory Council 
using settlement funds from Summit 
County’s federal opioid trial. 
 
Grants from this fund are targeted 
to organizations not currently being 
funded by the Summit County ADM 
Board, and for programs that offer peer 
support services, recovery-oriented 
services, and community-based recovery events. A second grant  
application process will be open from Nov. 15 to Dec. 10,  
with grants announced in March 2022. 
 

For more information about the application process, visit  
www.akroncf.org/applySCOH or contact John Garofalo,  
Akron Community Foundation’s vice president of community 
investment, at 330-436-5624 or jgarofalo@akroncf.org.  
To see a list of recipients from the first round of grants, visit 
www.akroncf.org/SCOHgrants. 
 

PROFESSIONAL ADVISOR COUNCIL  
ORGANIZES SERVICE PROJECT 
Hats off to the members of Akron Community Foundation’s 
Professional Advisor Council, who recently spent a Saturday 
morning staining benches, pulling weeds and spreading mulch 
at Firestone Park. The service project, which was planned in 
conjunction with Keep Akron Beautiful, was an opportunity 
for members of the council to connect with one another while 
improving our community. 

Following the project, the council also recommended a $500 
grant to Keep Akron Beautiful to cover the cost of supplies. 
Thank you to everyone who lent their time and gardening skills 
to this initiative! 
 
VP OF MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS TAPPED  
FOR LEADERSHIP AKRON SIGNATURE CLASS 38  
In June, Leadership Akron announced  
the 42 members selected for its  
2021-2022 Signature Class, including 
Akron Community Foundation’s own 
vice president of marketing and  
communications, Tracy Burt.

The 10-month program is offered  
to Greater Akron’s top leaders from  
various sectors. Through day-long 
learning seminars, site visits,  
networking and more, Leadership  
Akron exposes its leaders to  

NOTEWORTHY

AKRON COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
PROFESSIONAL ADVISOR COUNCIL
SERVICE PROJECT
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experiences that will prepare them to maximize their community 
impact. Congratulations, Tracy, on this well-deserved  
accomplishment!  
 
COMMUNITY INVESTMENT OFFICER RECEIVES  
30 FOR THE FUTURE, TEEJ HONORS   
This fall, Akron Community Foundation’s community investment 
officer, Cristina González Alcalá, Ph.D., was recognized with two 
prestigious community and  
leadership honors. 

In September, Cristina was  
celebrated as an outstanding  
woman in the community by 
the Greater Akron Hindu Sewa 
Samittee during its Teej festival. 
Teej is an ancient three-day  
Hindu celebration honoring 
women. During this festival,  
participants pray, fast, dance  
and feast.

In October, Cristina was  
recognized as a Greater Akron Chamber 30 for the Future  
recipient. This award honors young professionals who have  
made an impact on the Greater Akron region through dynamic  
leadership and community service. Please join us in  
congratulating Cristina on her accomplishments! 
 
ACF CFO JOINS SOUTH STREET MINISTRIES BOARD 
This summer, Akron Community Foundation’s vice president 
and chief financial officer, Steve Schloenbach, joined the board 
of directors of South Street Ministries. Through neighborhood 
partnerships and leadership, this nonprofit organization  
provides holistic community development services within the 
South Akron, Summit Lake and reentry communities. We are 
confident Steve will serve as a valuable resource for South Street 
Ministries, much like he does for the foundation. Congrats, 
Steve!

EVENTS
SUGAR PLUM TOUR OF HOLIDAY HOMES 
LIVE: DEC. 5, 2021 
VIRTUAL: DEC. 11-12, 2021
The Sugar Plum Tour is Akron’s premier holiday home tour 
and the signature fundraiser of the Gay Community  
Endowment Fund. Since 2002, thousands of tourgoers have 
experienced the twinkling lights, roaring fires, sparkling trees 
and dazzling holiday decorations of homes nestled in  
neighborhoods throughout Greater Akron. This year’s 20th 
anniversary festivities will include both live and virtual 
tours of some of the area’s finest historic and contemporary 
homes. For more information or to purchase tickets, visit  
www.sugarplumtour.org.

FOR WOMEN, FOREVER 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 2022
Join the Women’s Endowment Fund for its annual dinner  
celebrating women and girls in our community. This year’s 
keynote speaker is Julie Boland, vice chair and U.S.-Central 
region managing partner at Ernst & Young LLP. During the 
event, the Women’s Endowment Fund will honor former 
advisory board member Dr. Sandy Auburn with the Judith A. 
Read Tribute Award for Service & Advocacy for Women. This 
event has sold out for the last several years, so reserve your 
seats now by becoming a sponsor at  
www.akroncf.org/ForWomenForever.

BERT A. POLSKY HUMANITARIAN  
AWARD RETROSPECTIVE
In October, Akron Community Foundation hosted a virtual 
presentation to celebrate all of our esteemed past Polsky 
Award honorees. Since 1969, the foundation has recognized 
philanthropic leaders across all sectors of the community, 
from rubber industry magnate M.G. O’Neil to renowned civil 
rights leader Vernon L. Odom Sr. to community leader  
Dorothy O. Jackson. The live-streamed event offered a  
retrospective look at the history of philanthropy in Akron,  
as well as the achievements of these former award  
recipients. To view the recording, visit  
www.akroncf.org/Polsky2021.

PHOTOGRAPHER SHANE WYNN HAPPENED UPON 
STEVE CLEANING UP SUMMIT LAKE FROM HIS CANOE. 
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In 1955, a $1,033,533 bequest in the will of former B.F. Goodrich Vice 
President Edwin C. Shaw set in motion a philanthropic endeavor that 
would leave an enduring impact on the Greater Akron community.  
The establishment of Akron Community Trusts, now known as Akron  
Community Foundation, would “meet the changes in the community 
needs brought about by the passage of time and the variance in  
circumstances.”

Shaw envisioned a place where charitable people from all walks of  
life could join together to improve their community forever. The  
community foundation established by his bequest 66 years ago  
has since grown from that initial $1 million and is now quickly  
approaching $300 million in assets. During that time, the foundation 
has also distributed nearly $200 million in grants to support the  
health, educational and cultural needs of our community.

Thousands of donors give millions of dollars to the community  
foundation every single year, but there are ways beyond current giving 
to make a lasting impact on our community. Many individuals have 
joined our Edwin C. Shaw Society, a legacy society that celebrates 
those who have named Akron Community Foundation in a planned  
gift, such as a bequest, charitable gift annuity or life insurance policy.

Joining our legacy society is simple. All you have to do is notify us of 
your intention to leave a planned gift.

By notifying us of your charitable plans, we can ensure the money you 
leave to the foundation will be used as you wish – either by broadly 
supporting community needs or by targeting specific interest areas or 
nonprofits you want to benefit forever. And we can do so anonymously 
or by creating a fund in your name, whichever you prefer. Membership 
in our legacy society also includes invitations to exclusive foundation 
events and the opportunity to meet other like-minded philanthropists.

To notify the foundation of your planned gift and join the Edwin C. Shaw Society,  
contact Margaret Medzie, vice president and chief development officer, at 330-436-5610 
or mmedzie@akroncf.org. To learn more, visit www.akroncf.org/plannedgiving.

EDWIN C. SHAW SOCIETY
Leave Your Legacy:
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Anonymous (19)
Virginia Addicott
Lou Albertson
Ronald C.* & Ann G. Allan
Dr. Suzanne T. Allen
Rennick & Dee* Andreoli
Drs. Sandy & Mark Auburn
Mark & Carol Bachmann
Jody Bacon
Paul J. Belair
Robert & Lynda Bonchack
Kathryn Booth
Martha Booth
Robert W. Briggs
Marilyn Meyers Buckey
Tracy Carter
Shon M. Christy
Marie & Harry Covington

John & Betty* Dalton
Sylvia R. Davis
Harry* & Fran Donovan
Kimberly Haws Falasco
Jeffrey & Hillary Folb
Naomi Ganoe
Jennifer Gaylor
Patricia A. Hansel
Louise Kuhns Harvey
Karl & Ellen Hay
Jean & Willard Holland
Karen Hrdlicka & Jeff Jones
Doris N. Hunker
Laura Hunsicker
Eric J. Jones
Pamela J. Kiltau
Lloyd Knudsen
Peter & Dorothy Lepp

Eleanor Lindway
William J. Manby Jr.
Dr. Susan A. Miller
Thomas & Angelina Milo
Barbara & Marilyn Minney
David & Sandra Nedoh
Drs. George R. Newkome 
     & Mary Jane Saunders
Frederick W. Nichols
Ian & Marta Oppenheim
Mrs. George T. Parry
Cindy & John T. Petures Jr.
Judy* & Roger Read
Sue Sahli
Dorothy Jean & Arthur Schooley
Edwin & Barbara Schrank
Rev. Dr. Sandra Selby
Terry & Mary Shaffer

Richard B. Siess
Cynthia L. Slezak
Christopher & Tracy Soulsby
Judge Elinore Marsh Stormer
Deborah L. Strobel
Joan L. Tomkins
Sylvia & Marc Trundle
Gale & Linda Urda
David & Cheryl Venarge
Douglas A. Wilson
Robert & Judy Wilson
Kimberly M. Winter
Jerry Wolf
Katie Horn Woodcock

*Deceased

Thank you to our current Edwin C. Shaw Society members. If you have named Akron Community Foundation in a planned gift and 
are not recognized in the list below, please contact Margaret Medzie at 330-436-5610 or mmedzie@akroncf.org to be 
added to our member list.

For 46 years, Dr. Ken Swanson compassionately served  
families at Akron Children’s Hospital. The first in his department 
to master the CT scan and MRI, he spent every holiday working 
and most lunch hours consuming as much knowledge as  
humanly possible, sharing interesting tidbits with friends and 
colleagues. Having never married, and with no local relatives, 
Dr. Swanson’s friends and co-workers were his family. His 
mission was caring for his patients and his loved ones, but his 
passion was playing music.

Dr. Swanson volunteered as a physician at the Cleveland  
Orchestra for 18 years, even traveling with the group to Europe 
and Southeast Asia. He was the house physician at Blossom  
Music Center, too. Dr. Swanson also was a self-taught  
keyboardist, and he relished playing the century-old pipe  
organ at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.

On Sept. 2, 2015, the Dr. Kenneth F. Swanson Fund for the Arts 
was established to support local music and arts programs, which 
will keep Dr. Swanson’s passion alive forever.

LEGACY SPOTLIGHT: DR. KEN SWANSON
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MEMORIAL GIFTS TO:

Akron Community Foundation for: 
Laura Ritter Allio by
Noelle Comito Karen Gadberry
Diana Kulaczkowskey
Patricia Markowski
Dee Andreoli by
Bruce & Sandy Bailey
Steve Baach by
Chris Dunning
Jim & Pat Proffitt
Charles E. Booth by
Kathryn Booth
Patricia Brennan by
Anonymous
Ciearra Brown by
Thomas Crowley
H. Peter Burg by
Eileen Burg
Robert Burg
Michael & Janet Pera
Mary Quinn
Jennifer Ziegler
Michael Ziegler
Joseph J. Eyre by
Bruce & Sandy Bailey
Dave Haring by
James & Charlene Maxen
Dorothy & Henry Jameson by
Martha Jameson
Amanda Richolson by
Emily Richolson
Jody Rittler by
Mallory Rittler
Ariel Roxas by
Anonymous
Barb Steinkerchner by
Anonymous
Dwight Reed Strayer by
Bryan & Susan Kinnamon
Robert W. and Paula S. Malone 
     Family Fund of Akron 
     Community Foundation
Dr. Richard (Ric) Winthrop Taylor by
Elizabeth Brainard Sandwick
Bev Thorne by
Emily Grad
Peter Wilson by
Bruce & Sandy Bailey
Alan Woll by
Tia Athens
Aimee Braverman
Amy & Michael Cantor
Lynn Cohen
Patricia Costigan
David & Robyn Cutler
John Denzer
Ruth & Mark Fromm
Cindy Kellett and family
Marcia & Ray Klein
Mark Lapikas
Ron & Sandi Lederman
The Levin and Baitz Families
Linda & Gary Levin
The Lippman School

Bill and Anne Lowery Fund, 
     a Donor-Advised Fund of 
     Fidelity Charitable
Bonnie & Steven Manello
Blair & Mimi Markis
Wayne & Patti Nemeroff
Aaron Nusbaum
Jerry Nusbaum
Lori Nusbaum
Nancy & Bunny Rashap
Sue & Bob Robotti
Rick & Rena Vesler
Karen & Michael Weinberger
Lynne Weinberger & Steve Swedler
Patti Weinstein
Janice Woll by
Akron Community Foundation’s  
     Discretionary Fund
Tia Athens
Berlin Family Foundation Inc.
Aimee Braverman
Amy & Michael Cantor
Lynn Cohen
Patricia Costigan
David & Robyn Cutler
John Denzer
Sheila & Richard Eatroff
Ruth & Mark Fromm
Mark & Pam Goldfarb
Susan & Dennis Gruca
Cindy Kellett and Family
Gary & Susan Klausner
Mark Lapikas
Diane Lazzerini
The Levin and Baitz Families
Bill and Anne Lowery Fund,  
     a Donor-Advised Fund of 
     Fidelity Charitable
Bonnie & Steven Manello
Arlene Markey
Blair & Mimi Markis
Wayne & Patti Nemeroff
Aaron Nusbaum
Jerry Nusbaum
Lori Nusbaum
Nancy & Bunny Rashap
Jori Riske
Sue & Bob Robotti
Lisa Schor
Jeffrey & Marlen Spector
Betty A. Sweeney
Jaimee Traub
Rick & Rena Vesler
Karen & Michael Weinberger
Lynne Weinberger & Steve Swedler
Patti Weinstein
Alan & Janice Woll by
Nick & Ruthie George
Larry & Christine Levey
Linda & Gary Levin
Jim & Susan Osherow
Dr. Kathy Sparrow & Philip Gross
 

Akron Garden Club Endowment 
Fund for:
Mary Dure Johnson by
Carol Jones
 
Akron Rotary Foundation Fund for 
the benefit of the Akron Rotary 
Camp for:
Dee Andreoli by
Sylvia Trundle
 
Akron-Summit County Public Library 
Endowment Fund for:
Jim Koger by
Mihir Shah
Gilbert and Betty Lee by
Mona Adorni
Kristin Baughman
Amy Lee
Lacey Madison
 
Beacon of Light Initiatives/Sgt. 
Brandon Allen Memorial Fund for:
Brandon Allen by
Vivian Allen
Cindy & Mike Hensley
 
Kenneth Blower Memorial 
Scholarship Fund for:
Kenneth Blower by
Grace Blower
Kathy Schwendenman
 
Craine’s Cholangiocarcinoma  
Crew Fund for:
Joyce A. Ellis by
William C. Ellis
Jeffrey George Hanson by
Nancy & Gary Finzel
Jamie & Mark Shouey
Paul J. Skacan
Julie Sparks by
John & Sara Russell
Clinton French Wheeler III by
Rainey Foster
 
Friends of the Stow-Munroe Falls 
Public Library Endowment Fund for:
David Fox by
Bill & Barb Beiling
Jean Jones by
Fran Waybright
Carol McMillan by
Friends of the Stow-Munroe 
     Falls Public Library
Stow Women’s Club
Joyce Pines by
Bill & Barb Beiling
 
Gardeners of Greater Akron 
Endowment Fund for:
Colleen Bowyer by
Gardeners of Greater Akron
Carl Fenner by
Gardeners of Greater Akron
John Lewis by
Gardeners of Greater Akron

Gay Community Endowment 
Fund for:
Glenn C. Burkholder by
Dr. Donald Burkholder
 
Kate Lieberth Lytton Education in 
Dance Fund for:
Kate Lieberth Lytton by
Anonymous
 
Millennium Fund for Children for:
Sandra Britton by
Renilda Marshall
Brett Jones by
Phyllis Knepper
 
Mobile Meals Endowment Fund for:
Alan & Janice Woll by
Dr. Lawrence & Harriet Richman
 
Northern Ohio Railway Museum 
Endowment Fund for:
Ralph A. Pfingsten by
Jeffrey Brashares
Kathryn & Dave Imbrigiotta
 
Marissa Alexandra Norwood Legacy 
of Kindness Charitable Giving 
Fund for:
Marissa A. Norwood by
Climon Lee III, Ph.D.
 
June Young Pak Memorial 
Scholarship Fund for:
June Young Pak by
Dr. Samuel Pak
 
Karl J. Roden Memorial Scholarship 
Fund for:
Marilyn Carpenter by
East Central Ohio Mensa
John Schmid by
East Central Ohio Mensa
 
St. Mary Urban Education 
Endowment Fund for:
Lorene (Lorrie) Haddox by
John & Mary Lou Grossmann
 
Sojourner Truth Project – Akron 
Fund for:
Elaine Miller Aber by
Roberta E. Aber
Maple Ruggs by
Helen Sanders
Eleanor Rose Simon by
Marian Calvin
 
James E. Sovacool, Jr. Fund for:
Jim Sovacool Jr. by
Elizabeth S. Earle
Ann Okar
Sheri Schlosser
Margaret M. Sovacool
Sara W. Sovacool
The Towell Family  
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Summit County Historical Society 
Endowment Fund for:
George Knepper by
Phyllis Knepper
 
Warriors’ Journey Home Ministry 
Endowment Fund for:
Kenneth Marsh by
Mary Sue Pratt
 
Jack Andrew Wilson Fund for  
Mental Health for:
Jack Wilson by
The Harman Family
Julie Katzen
 
Witan Endowment Fund for:
Nancy Bauman Maney by
Mella A. Castner
 
Witan Remembrance Fund for:
Paul Sweitzer by
Joe & Chris Smerick
 
Woman’s Club of Hudson 
Scholarship Fund for:
Nadine Hurshman by
Woman’s Club of Hudson
Sandy Mougey by
Woman’s Club of Hudson
Mardell Rupert by
Woman’s Club of Hudson
Joan S. Van Osdol by
Woman’s Club of Hudson
 
Women’s Endowment Fund for:
Marjorie Addicott by
The Addicott Albanese Family
Oat Albanese by
The Addicott Albanese Family
Kay Auburn by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Mrs. Beaven by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at  
     Schwab Charitable
Carol A. Beiswenger by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Shirley Bias by
Julie Jones
Nancy Y. Blanchard by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Mary Kathryn Booth by
Kathryn Booth
Susan & Michael Pallini
Emidia A. Bozzelli by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Vern Cunningham by
Judythe A. Hummel
Marian Davies by
Judythe A. Hummel
Mrs. Felzenberg by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
 

Christine Freitag by
Barbara Tannenbaum
Laura Lee Garfinkel by
Barbara Tannenbaum
Aunt Gertrude by
Joyce Erlandson
Agnes Gorbach by
Debbie Gorbach
Christine Gorbach by
Debbie Gorbach
Mary F. Hartz by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at  
     Schwab Charitable
Katharine Higham by
Ilene & Robert Shapiro
Ronald Hine by
Kay Hine
Kathryn Motz Hunter by
David & Margaret Hunter
Marion K. Jones by
Beverly L. Haws
George King by
Mary Annette King
Pearl Korman by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Shirley Florence Lane by
Jolene Lane
Barbara Ellen Lewis by
Jolene Lane
Beatrice McDowell by
Barbara Tannenbaum
Eloise Menendez by
Debbie Gorbach
Cynthia Mernagh by
Debbie Gorbach
Marilyn Merryweather by
Barbara Tannenbaum
Margaret Pacenta Miller by
Nick & Ruthie George
Mrs. Mueller by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at  
     Schwab Charitable
Patricia Quirk by
Elizabeth Sheeler
Judy Read by
Elizabeth B. Saraceno
Eileen Shanahan by
Kathleen Waits
Dorothy Storm by
Judythe A. Hummel
Andrea Rose Teodosio by
Judge Linda Tucci Teodosio
Mrs. Thompson by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Tina Wagner by
Mary Ann Dornetto
Betty Sibley Wetterau by
David & Margaret Hunter
Yvonne M. Whipkey by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Tawnia Wright by
John K. Wright
Eirelyn Grace Zuercher by
Marti Cowden
 

YMCA General Endowment Fund for:
Charles “Chuck” Bond by
Stephen & Therese Pollock
E. William & Diana Ridge
Sequoia Financial Group
Kimberley A. Stimack 
 

MEMORIAL GRANTS TO:

Akron-Canton Regional 
Foodbank for:  
Abe Zaidan by  
Sandy and Mark Auburn Fund
 
Akron Children’s 
Hospital Foundation for: 
Mae Mercer by 
Rebecca D. and William H. 
     Considine Family Fund
 
Akron Community Foundation for:  
Dwight Strayer by  
Robert W. and Paula S. Malone  
     Family Fund
 
Akron Regional Development Board 
Educational Fund for: 
H. Peter Burg by 
H. Peter Burg Fund
 
Akron Rotary Camp for Children 
With Special Needs for: 
Dee Andreoli by 
Akron Community Foundation’s    
     Discretionary Fund 
H. Peter Burg Fund 
Rebecca D. and William H. 
     Considine Family Fund 
Cherie and Steve Shechter  
     Charitable Giving Fund 
Michael James Carmack by 
Michael James Carmack Family Fund
 
American Red Cross of Greater 
Akron and Mahoning Valley for: 
H. Peter Burg by 
H. Peter Burg Fund
 
Archbishop Hoban High 
School for: 
Joseph Bodnar by 
Rebecca D. and William H. 
     Considine Family Fund
 
Breast Cancer Research 
Foundation for: 
Jennifer A. Hendryx by 
Jennifer Hendryx Legacy Fund for 
     Breast Cancer Research
 
Camp Kesem National for: 
Jennifer A. Hendryx by 
Hendryx Family Fund
  
 
 

Center for Applied Drama 
and Autism for: 
Michael James Carmack by 
Michael James Carmack Family Fund 

Stephen A. Comunale Jr. Charitable 
Foundation for:  
Dee Andreoli by   
Dr. Milton N. Cooper and Family Fund   
Robert and Regina Cooper 
     Family Fund
 
Crawford Heritage Community 
Foundation for: 
Mary Alice Kirkpatrick by 
Merle and Nancy Worman Fund
 
Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation for: 
Charlie Stiedee by 
Snell Family Fund
 
Cuyahoga Valley Preservation and 
Scenic Railway Association for: 
Ruth Renner-Percy by  
Ruth Renner-Percy Memorial  
     Endowment Fund

Doylestown Community Food 
Cupboard for: 
Martin Eckert by 
Sue and Mal Ames Fund

Freedom House for Women for: 
Michael James Carmack by 
Michael James Carmack Family Fund

Friends of the North Carolina 
Maritime Museum at Southport for: 
Walt Madsen by 
Richard W. Hauman Family Fund

Grace House Akron for: 
Phil Maynard by 
Rob and Alyssa Briggs Fund  
Robert and Regina Cooper  
     Family Fund

Carson Higgins Memorial 
Foundation for: 
Carson Higgins by 
Akron Community Foundation’s  
     Discretionary Fund

Highland Square Neighborhood 
Association for: 
Michael James Carmack by 
Michael James Carmack Family Fund

Humane Society of 
Summit County for: 
Dee Andreoli by 
Akron Community Foundation’s 
     Discretionary Fund 
Kathryn Cooper Memorial Fund 
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Metavivor Research and 
Support for: 
Lisa Cooper Quinn by 
Jennifer Hendryx Legacy Fund for  
     Breast Cancer Research 
Rico Open/Jennifer Hendryx 
Memorial by  
Jennifer Hendryx Legacy Fund for 
     Breast Cancer Research

The Nightlight Cinema for: 
Michael James Carmack by 
Michael James Carmack Family Fund

Ohio & Erie Canalway 
Coalition for: 
H. Peter Burg by 
H. Peter Burg Fund

Project Outrun for: 
Laura Ritter Allio by 
L4 Project Fund

St. Louis Church of Pittsford N.Y. for: 
Nancy McDermott by 
Bud and Barbara Dunaway 
     Family Fund

Stewart’s Caring Place for: 
Nancy Cannon by 
Gertrude F. Orr Trust Advised Fund

Weathervane Community 
Playhouse for: 
Michael James Carmack by 
Michael James Carmack Family Fund 
Jason Bryan Maurer by 
Snell Family Fund
 
TRIBUTE GIFTS TO: 
 
Akron Community Foundation for:  
James Allio by
Anonymous
Michael Allio by
Anonymous
Suzanne Mitchell
Marybeth Farmer Amer by
Elizabeth Brainard Sandwick 
Eileen Burg by
Robert Burg
Caroline Holenstein by
Megan Johlie
Chris & Danielle Miller by
Kristen Ashby
Amy Nenadov by
Greener Grass Organic Lawn & Pest
Olga and Stu by
Anonymous
John T. Petures Jr. by
Michael Cristal
James Simon
Jerry Schweigert by
Bryan & Susan Kinnamon

3R Fund for:
Lawrence Pelland by
Chris Misanko

Akron-Summit County Public Library 
Endowment Fund for:
Ryan Labay by
Dr. Virany Kreng

Bath Community Fund for:
The Bake Shop in Ghent by
Mark and Tina Oelschlager Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Celia Grace Bentrott by
Jim Nilsen
Tyler Emrick by
Brian Ford
Beth Gerberich by
Mark Gerberich
Cheryl Nilsen by
Jim Nilsen
John & Deborah Williams by
Roger & Sally Read

Craine’s Cholangiocarcinoma  
Crew Fund for:
Ginny Biada by
Jessica Ammiller
Lisa Craine by
Peggy Contrera
Mary K. Long
The Mark Family
Dr. Bill Moats & Rosemary Le Voyer
Nick & Kim Savelieff
Lisa & David Craine by
Kenneth & Maureen Coppola
Alice & John Luse

Friends of the Stow-Munroe Falls 
Public Library Endowment Fund for:
Friends of the Library book sale 
volunteers by
Edward Weisman
David Hadley by
Friends of the Stow-Munroe Falls 
     Public Library

Gay Community Endowment 
Fund for:
Dan Burnett & Ron Jaksic by
Dr. Steven Schmidt & Richard Krochka
Roger T. Read by
Daniel M. Rice

Girls on the Run Northeast Ohio 
Endowment Fund for:
Sylvia Trundle by
David & Robyn Cutler
Kay Hine
Shelley & David Koch
Marc Trundle

Good Samaritan Hunger Center 
Endowment Fund for:
Michele Smith by
Alan L. Steffen

Medina County Women’s  
Endowment Fund for:
Ellen M. Hunter by
Critchfield, Critchfield & Johnston
Carol Godard

Modibo Mutton Hill Endowment 
Fund for the Summit County  
Historical Society for:
Franklin & Patricia Harrah’s  
rescue dogs by
Franklin C. and Patricia R. Harrah Fund 
     of Akron Community Foundation

Sojourner Truth Project – Akron 
Fund for:
Jackie Derrow by
Anonymous
Ann Duff by
Barry Dunaway & Peter McDermott
Lana Ewing by
Jill Forrest
Our mothers, grandmothers, and the 
women who shaped us by
Mary Armbruster

Women’s Endowment Fund for:
AHIMSA Team by
Susan Berg Herman
Cristina González Alcalá, Ph.D., by
Sylvia Trundle
Mary Alice Aldrich by
Mary Martha Mundy
Dr. Suzanne Allen by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Terry Ashworth by
Tricia & Ari Parianos
Cynthia Auburn by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Mary Elizabeth Auburn
Mary Elizabeth Auburn by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Ruby Chittenden
Nora Auburn by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Rebecca Auburn by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Dr. Sandy Auburn by
Ruby Chittenden
Lisa Aurilio by
Grace Wakulchik
Louise Aurilio by
Lisa Aurilio
Cathy Baer by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Sandra S. Bailey by
Bruce Bailey
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Linda Banasiak by
Elizabeth B. Saraceno
Sally Barkley by
Mary Beth Van Winkle 
Deborah A. Barry by
Anonymous

Elizabeth Bartz by
Joseph May
Charity Baughman by
Anonymous
Laura Benchea by
Martha A. Booth
Alice Bergstrom by
Ann Amer Brennan
Gina Betti by
Sarah B. Gregg
Sandee & Gryphon Beyerle by
Theresa Beyerle, Ph.D.
Susan D. Beyerle by
Theresa Beyerle, Ph.D.
Sarah Bloomhuff by
Melissa Cheslock
Laury Veksler
Wendy Bolas by
Dr. Suzanne Allen
Barbara Greene
Elizabeth B. Saraceno
Kirstin Toth
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Kimberly Boodjeh by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Kathy Booth by
Michael Pasternak
Sue Bowman by
Anonymous
Karen Bozzelli by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Becky Brady by
Trisha Yost
Ann Amer Brennan by
Mary Ann Jackson
Beth Brennan by
Ann Amer Brennan
Kathleen Brennan by
Ann Amer Brennan
Nancy Brennan by
Ann Amer Brennan
Shelly Brown by
Grace Wakulchik
Frances Buchholzer by
The Richard and Alita Rogers Family 
    Foundation
Eileen Burg by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Diana Burke by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Maggie Burrows by
Ruthie George
Erin Burtoft by
Trisha Yost
Nancy Byrd by
Susan J. Miller
Debra Calevich by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable 
Martha Campbell by
Martha A. Booth
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Dr. Cynthia Capers by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Theresa Carr by
Ruthie George
Theresa Carter by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Donae Ceja by
Dr. Suzanne Allen
Donna Cerdas-Delgado by
Jose Delgado
Ruby Chittenden by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Jane Christyson by
Kirstin Toth
Judy Chumlea by
Ann Amer Brennan
Judy Clapsaddle by
Kay Hine
Ann Clark by
Martha A. Booth
Jane Clark by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Sara & Sinead Clark by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Patricia Costigan by
Elizabeth Sheeler
Allison Coughlin by
Gretchen Laatsch
Marie Covington by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Norma Rist
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Margaux Cowden by
Marti Cowden
Meredith Cowden by
Marti Cowden
Dr. Catherine J. Culp by
Dr. Pamela Culp
Laura B. Culp by
Bruce Bailey
Beth Boggins
Dave and Aileen Eckert Family Fund, 
     a Donor-Advised Fund of Fidelity 
     Charitable
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Robyn Cutler by
Sylvia Trundle
Trina Cutter by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Angel Dague by
Barbara Beattie
Anthea Daniels by
Grace Wakulchik
Janet DasVarma by
Ann Amer Brennan
Karen Daverio by
Ann Amer Brennan
Delores Davidson by
Lea & Danielle DeAngelis
Julie Deane by
Judith L. Fowler

Olivia Demas by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Rosemary Dickerson by
Anonymous
Michelle Dickstein by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Laura DiCola by
Diane Michelson
Sylvia Trundle
Mary Lou Dolson by
Pamela Kiltau
Ann Hunter Durr by
David & Margaret Hunter
Aileen Eckert by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Elizabeth Engels by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Bonnie Estep by
Bryan & Susan Kinnamon
Kimberly Haws Falasco by
Beverly L. Haws
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Lashawrida Fellows by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Jean Foust by
Ann Amer Brennan
Ruth Fowler by
Judith L. Fowler
Sophie Franchi by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Toni Francis by
Pamela Kiltau
Judie Frantz by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Marsha Friedman by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Sara Kinnamon Fritsch by
Susan Kinnamon
Kathy Garber by
Marilyn Hansen
Stefani Gattozzi by
Nick Gattozzi
Nan Gelhard by
Maria Duvuvuei
Micaela O’Leary George by
Ruthie George
Ruthie George by
Elizabeth Sheeler
Jenny McKeel Gingo by
Patricia L. McGee
Sheri Glauberman by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Ellie Gluck by
Ruthie George
Susan L. Golden by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable

Vilma Gómez by
Kathy Ress
Elaina Goodrich by
Jody Miller Konstand
Toby Gorant by
Mary Beth Carroll
Patricia A. Kemph
Ellen Gordon by
Mary Beth Carroll
Geraldine Graise by
Jacqueline Jackson
Lucy Ann Greenlee by
Ann Rowland
Briannah Griggs by
Teresa LeGrair
Christa Gude by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Marci Gude by 
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Nicole Gude by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Kim Gustely by
Susan J. Miller
Pat Guzy by
Rebecca Guzy Woodford
Dr. Sharon Hall by
Marcia B. Adair
Claire Hamlin by
Laura Hunsicker
Nancy Hamlin by
Mary Beth Carroll
Shari Hargrove by
Sheriff Kandy Fatheree
Barbara Harrison by
The Richard and Alita Rogers  
     Family Foundation
Laurie Hart by
Sally Woznicki
Heather Haws-Babb by
Beverly L. Haws
Dara Hecht by
Marcie Groesbeck and Bryan Hecht 
     Donor-Advised Fund at Schwab 
     Charitable
Dr. Leah Hecht by
Marcie Groesbeck and Bryan Hecht 
     Donor-Advised Fund at Schwab 
     Charitable
Dr. Shaina Hecht by
Marcie Groesbeck and Bryan Hecht 
     Donor-Advised Fund at Schwab 
     Charitable
Jenny Henretta by
Cathy Henretta
Megan Henretta by
Cathy Henretta
Sheila Henretta by
Cathy Henretta
Carrie Herman by
Judy Joyce
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Joycelynn (Joy) Herman by
Susann Sawyer
Kay Hine by
Sylvia Trundle

Sue Hobson by
Toby Gorant
Hallie Kay Hofherr by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Kate Hofherr by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Paula Howard by
Susan J. Miller
Laura Hunsicker by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Helen Motz Hunter by
David & Margaret Hunter
Marie Sibley Hunter by
David & Margaret Hunter
Susanne Iannece by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Mary Ann Jackson by
Ann Amer Brennan
Libby Jacobs by
Elizabeth Brainard Sandwick
Sara Joffe by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Jen Johnson by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Leslie Johnson by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Elora Jones by
Gizelle Jones
Katrina Jones by
Gizelle Jones
Margaret Jordan by
Elizabeth B. Saraceno
Susan Kambrich by
The Richard and Alita Rogers 
     Family Foundation
Maureen Katanic by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Karyn Katz by
Dr. Suzanne Allen
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Pat Kaufmann by
Anne Kaufmann
Mimi Kent by
Ruthie George
Pamela Kiltau by
Mella Castner
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Dr. Ludia Kim by
Dr. Josephine Weeden
Allison King by
Lisa King
Laura Baltrinic King by
Marcia B. Adair
Kim Kirkendall by
Sarah B. Gregg 
Kara Kolesar by
Jill Kolesar
Julie Korman by
Melanie Korman



24

Melanie Korman by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Joan M. Kramer by
Mary Beth Carroll
Judy Lancaster by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Jolene Lane by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Rhonda Larimore by
Grace Wakulchik
Lt. Sierjie Lash by
Sylvia Trundle
Dana Lawless-Andric by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Rena Lawrence by
Gizelle Jones
Julie Leach by
Anonymous
Karen Lefton by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Teresa LeGrair by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Jodi Lenc by
Anonymous
Heather Licata by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Leia’ Love by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Anne Lowery by
Bill Lowery
Betsy Lucas by
Vicki L. Perfect
Lori Kinnamon Lucas by
Susan Kinnamon
Gina Luisi by
LuAnne Decker
Sarah Luisi by
LuAnne Decker
Tammy Luisi by
LuAnne Decker
Judy Mace by
Steve Cox
Jill Bacon Madden by
Rebecca Guzy Woodford
Jeannine Marks by
Sylvia Trundle
Jaine Marquez by
Krystal Navarro
Margaret Maurer by
Ann Brooks Duff
Kennedy McBryer by
Sarah J. Gray McBryer
Madison McBryer by
Sarah J. Gray McBryer
Jackie McDermott by
Dr. Suzanne Allen
Peter & Bonnie Hughes
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable 

Patricia McKay by
Marie Covington
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Dana McKinney by
Debbie Williams
Margaret Medzie by
Mary Ann Jackson
Sharri Merz by
Lisa Aurilio
Peggy Merzweiler by
Vicki L. Perfect
Phyllis Mesko by
J.J. Mesko-Kimmich
Janice Michaels by
Pamela Kiltau
Erin Miller by
Dave Miller
Linda Miller by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Angelina Milo by
Elizabeth B. Saraceno
Andrea Minster by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Joanne Moore by
Jessica Robb
Maureen Morley by
Gail Kerzner
Sarah Rogers Morris by
The Richard and Alita Rogers 
     Family Foundation
Trish Mrakawa by
Joanna Mercado
Karen Mueller by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Nancy Mulhauser by
Ann Brooks Duff
Nicole Mullet by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Bethany Mullins by
Anonymous
Karen Munson by
Ann Rowland
Bethany Murdock by
Michael Pasternak
Catherine Myers by
Laura Hunsicker
Carol Nelson by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Sherry Neubert by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Dianne Newman by
Stephanie York
Mary Anne Nichols by
LuAnne Decker
Ann Nunnally by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable 
Adelle Nykaza by
Karen Fullerman
Joy Malek Oldfield by
Heart to Heart Leadership Inc.

A. Elizabeth Orley by
Gail Kerzner
Linda Otero by
Jose Delgado
Ann Otto by
Toby Gorant
Heather E. Otto by
Ann Otto
Jackie Pabst by
Anonymous
Marie Parker by
Anonymous
Amy Pasternak by
Michael Pasternak
Jessica Pasternak by
Michael Pasternak
Julia Pasternak by
Michael Pasternak
Barb Phillabaum by
Susann Sawyer
Renee Pipitone by
Michael Pasternak
Debbie Plate, M.D., by
Cynthia Christian
Abby Poeske by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Penelope Quade by
Gail Kerzner
Beth Rayl by
Christina Hodgkinson
Sally Read by
Roger T. Read
Charlotte Collins Reed by
Marilyn Hansen
Heidi Regal by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Andrea Reindl by
Joanna Mercado
Alex Renalds by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Froncie Repetti by
Ann Amer Brennan
Suzie Retter by
Gretchen Laatsch
Ariel Richards by
Joanna Mercado
Anna Rincon by
Joanna Mercado
Norma Rist by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Gail Kerzner
Rebecca Guzy Woodford
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Margaret Roberts by
Sandra Shaw
Suzanne Rogers by
The Richard and Alita Rogers 
     Family Foundation
Toby Rosen by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Dr. Frances Rosenfeld by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn

Gillian Rosenfeld by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Adele Roth by
James Aitken
Darin Chambers
David Zipper
Sherry Rowland by
Ann Rowland
Susan Sawyer by
Gretchen Laatsch
Kat Schatzow by
Ruthie George
Sarah Schedler by
Sarah B. Gregg
Patricia Schnee by
Marie Covington
Joni Schultz by
Michael Pasternak
Ann Sebrell by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Rev. Dr. Sandra Selby by
Marie Covington
Ilene Shapiro by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Jeanne Shea by
Judy Joyce
Debra Shifrin by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Kathy Sidaway by
Jody Miller Konstand
Juanita Simpson by
Sarah B. Gregg
Donna Skoda by
Karen Talbott
Katie Smucker by
Ruthie George
Cyndee Snider by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Rachel Sobitz by
Barbara Beattie
Karen Starr by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Jody Steiner by
Laura Hunsicker
Kim Stocker by
Anonymous
Goldie Stoller by
Kay Hine
Valerie Bailey Stutler by
Bruce Bailey
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Miralyn Sunseri by
Joyce Erlandson
Erin Surmaceviz by
Ann Rowland
Darlene Swiatkowski by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Dr. Jocelyn Swigger by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn

In Honor April 1 – Sept. 30, 2021 
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Jane Swinehart by 
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Chris Tabellion by
Ann Otto
Mary B. Thompson by
Anonymous
Charlotte Thurman by
Charmaine Thurman
Sylvia Trundle by
Cristina González Alcalá, Ph.D.
Kay Hine
Kathleen Turner by
Susan Kruder
Lucretia Tyckoski by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Maureen Van Duser by
Mary Beth Carroll
Ann Van Eron by
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Alexis Van Metre by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Jennifer Van Metre by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Mary Elizabeth Auburn
Kaitlyn Van Metre by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Karen Vautour by
Ann Brooks Duff
Joan Vazakas by
Mary Elizabeth Auburn
Marcy Venarge by
Patricia L. McGee
Grace Wakulchik by
Lisa Aurilio
Isadora González Wardell by
Sylvia Trundle
Richelle M. Wardell by
Sylvia Trundle
Susan Watts by
David & Margaret Hunter
Beth Webster by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Dr. Josephine Weeden and 
daughters by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Danielle Zampelli Wegner by
Danny Zampelli
Patti Weinstein by
Ruthie George
Ali Westfall by
Dr. Josephine Weeden
Sonja White by
Barbara Beattie
Norma Wible by
Mary Beth Carroll
Georgia Will by
Joanna Mercado
Bernett L. Williams by
Anonymous
Chris Williams by
Vicki L. Perfect
Elizabeth Williams by
Debbie Williams
Kendra Williams by
Sylvia Trundle 

Lauren Williams by
Debbie Williams
Mother Marjorie Williams by
Pastor Dee Williams
Megan Wise by
Debbie Williams
Erin Wojno by
Anonymous
Robin Woodberry by
Marilyn Hansen
Pam Wright by
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Shane Wynn by
Drs. Mark & Sandy Auburn
Sylvia Yankey by
Ann Amer Brennan
Stephanie York by
Judith Erlichman
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Chris Yuhasz by
Sylvia Trundle
Anna Zampelli by
Danny Zampelli
Ashley Zampelli by
Danny Zampelli
Dr. Susan Ziegler by
Julie Jones
Laurie Zuckerman by
Dr. Suzanne Allen
Culp Family Charitable Fund at 
     Schwab Charitable
Judie Frantz
Steve Johnson
Marilyn Zuckerman
Marilyn Zuckerman by
Judie Frantz
Laurie Zuckerman Donor-Advised 
     Fund at Schwab Charitable
Sandra Zuckerman by
Judith Erlichman

TRIBUTE GRANTS TO:

A Kid Again for: 
Aaron Kowaleski by  
Akron Community Foundation’s  
     Discretionary Fund

Akron Art Museum for: 
Tracy Burt by  
Akron Community Foundation’s  
     Discretionary Fund

Akron-Canton Regional  
Foodbank for: 
Katie Carver Reed by  
Sandy and Mark Auburn Fund

Akron Civic Theatre for: 
Cristina González Alcalá, Ph.D., by  
Akron Community Foundation’s  
     Discretionary Fund

Akron Community Foundation for: 
Frances Buchholzer by  
Bud and Susie Rogers Fund

Akron Roundtable for: 
Angelina L. Milo by  
Akron Community Foundation’s  
     Discretionary Fund

Battered Women’s Shelter for: 
Bill Considine by  
Akron Community Foundation’s  
     Discretionary Fund

Business Volunteers Unlimited for: 
Brian Broadbent by  
Marc and Sharon Merklin Family Fund

Canton Palace Theatre  
Association for: 
James Patterson by  
Schloenbach Family Fund

Chabad Jewish Religious  
Association for: 
Rabbi Moshe Sasonkin by  
Robert and Regina Cooper  
     Family Fund

Coleman Health Services for: 
Steve Bossart and family by  
Akron Community Foundation’s  
     Discretionary Fund

Community Pregnancy Center for: 
Gary Didado by  
Robert and Regina Cooper  
     Family Fund

Cuyahoga Valley Preservation and 
Scenic Railway Association for: 
John P. Debo Jr. by  
Akron Community Foundation’s  
     Discretionary Fund

Gennesaret for: 
Elaine Sisler by  
Mascio-Medzie Family Fund

Girl Scouts of North East Ohio for: 
Lorna Wisham by  
Akron Community Foundation’s  
     Discretionary Fund

Grace House Akron for: 
Sue Pierson by  
Donae’s Second Act Fund

International Soap Box Derby for: 
Mark Gerberich by  
Akron Community Foundation’s  
     Discretionary Fund

Love Akron for: 
Theresa Carter by 
Akron Community Foundation’s  
     Discretionary Fund 
Rebecca D. and William H.  
     Considine Family Fund 
 
 

Ohio & Erie Canalway Coalition for: 
Rob Malone by  
Akron Community Foundation’s  
     Discretionary Fund 
Professional Advisor Council Fund

Operation Orphan Wildlife  
Rehabilitation for: 
Trisha Yost by  
Charles and Sherrylyn Neubert  
     Family Fund

Planned Parenthood of  
Greater Ohio for: 
Shirley Smith by  
Donae’s Second Act Fund

Portage Animal Protective  
League for: 
Josh & Heather Parr by  
Knoll Family Fund Promoting Civility      
     and Acts of Kindness

Project GRAD Akron for: 
Danielle J. Kimmell by  
Akron Community Foundation’s  
     Discretionary Fund

St. Jude Children’s Research  
Hospital for: 
Josh & Heather Parr by 
Knoll Family Fund Promoting Civility  
     and Acts of Kindness

South Street Ministries for: 
Steve Schloenbach by  
Akron Community Foundation’s  
     Discretionary Fund

Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens for: 
Sean Joyce by  
Akron Community Foundation’s  
     Discretionary Fund

Summa Foundation for: 
Pride Month by  
Lisle M. Buckingham Endowment Fund 
Sandra & Richey Smith by  
Akron Community Foundation’s  
     Discretionary Fund 
George & Alice Strickler and family by  
Rebecca D. and William H.  
     Considine Family Fund

VANTAGE Aging for: 
Karen Hrdlicka by  
Akron Community Foundation’s  
     Discretionary Fund

WITAN for: 
Mella Castner by 
Cherie and Steve Shechter  
     Charitable Giving Fund

YMCA of Akron Ohio for: 
J. Bret Treier by  
Akron Community Foundation’s  
     Discretionary Fund



345 W. Cedar St.
Akron, OH 44307-2407
T  330-376-8522
F  330-376-0202
akroncf.org

Receive The Signal by mail: 
Contact Delinda Herman at 
dherman@akroncf.org or
330-436-5613
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Year-End Giving: In light of this year’s record stock market performance and proposed tax legislation, gifts of appreciated stock may be 
especially advantageous in 2021. For more strategic giving tips, download our free year-end giving guide at www.akroncf.org/YearEnd.


