
www.akroncf.org

Agenda & 
Presentation 
Links

Nonprofit Insights Conference 2025

Powered by Huntington-Akron Foundation



akroncf.org



akroncf.org

John T. Petures Jr.
President and CEO 

Akron Community Foundation 



akroncf.org

Laura Lederer
Vice President and Chie 
Development Officer
Akron Community Foundation

1.People don’t give to causes —  they give to people.



akroncf.org

Laura Lederer
Vice President and Chie 
Development Officer
Akron Community Foundation

1.People don’t give to causes —  they give to people.

2.Major in the Majors....not the Minors.



akroncf.org

Laura Lederer
Vice President and Chie 
Development Officer
Akron Community Foundation

1.People don’t give to causes —  they give to people.

2.Major in the Majors....not the Minors.

3.Prioritize work that’s important, not urgent.



akroncf.org

Laura Lederer
Vice President and Chie 
Development Officer
Akron Community Foundation

1.People don’t give to causes — they give to people.

2.Major in the Majors....not the Minors.

3.Prioritize work that’s important, not urgent.

4.Good intentions will never really heal the world.



akroncf.org

Laura Lederer
Vice President and Chie 
Development Officer
Akron Community Foundation

1.People don’t give to causes — they give to people.

2.Major in the Majors....not the Minors.

3.Prioritize work that’s important, not urgent.

4.Good intentions will never really heal the world.

5.Character, reputation and integrity matter. 



IMPOSSIBLE WORK AT AN
IMPOSSIBLE TIME

Keynote by LC Johnson  |   @no1doesitlikelc



LESSON #1:
TAP INTO YOUR

IMAGINATION
radical



“And for those of us from communities
with historic collective trauma, we
must understand that each of us is
already science fiction walking around
on two legs. Our ancestors dreamed us
up and then bent reality to create us.”

― Walidah Imarisha





LESSON #2:
DON’T BUILD FOR,build with



STRATEGY #2:
DON’T BUILD FOR,build with



LESSON #3:
DON’T EXPLAIN YOUR 8X10
VISION to someone with a 3x5 experience







“Too often, our standards for evaluating social
movements pivot around whether or not they
"succeeded" in realizing their visions rather
than on the merits or power of the visions
themselves. By such a measure, virtually every
radical movement failed because the basic
power relations they sought to change
remained pretty much intact. And yet it is
precisely these alternative visions and dreams
that inspire new generations to struggle for
change.”

― Robin D. G. Kelley



LET’S
DISCUSS!
LC Johnson  |   @no1doesitlikelc   |  lc@zorashouse.com
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Morning Breakout Sessions

Biz Voudoris

BVU

Engaging the Board through 

Accountability 

David Holmes

Candid

Making the Case: What 

Funders Want to Hear 

(and How to Say it)

Melissa Musser CRF

CPAs & Advisors

Protecting Your Mission: 

Financial, Risk 

Management Essentials 

Deborah Williams

Time to Spare

Achieving Successful 

Nonprofit Events 

Session A

Conference Room A

(Lower Level)

Session B

Ballroom

(Main Level)

Session C

Board Room

(Lower Level)

Session D

Conference Room B

(Lower Level)
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